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Let noble thoughts come to us from every side 
— Rigveda, 1-894 
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Tvamaksharam рагатат veditavyam 
ivamasya vishvasya param nidhaanam 
tvamavyayah shaashtvatadharmagoptaa 
sanaatanastvam purusho mato me. 

You are the Imperishable; the Supreme that has to be 
tealised; youare the ultimate basis of this universe; you are the 
constant guardian of the ever-lasting Dharma; | regard you as 
the eternal spirit. 





— The Bhagavad Gita Ch. XI Verse 18 


(Gita Day is observed on Nov. 30, 1998) 
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develop ts that have 
place-would not have come about. 
e are living in an age of fast 


enemies at all. Anybody who.came 
into contact with him, was charmed 
by his hospitality, by his friendliness. 
He came forward to help anybody 
who sought help from him. 1 don't 
think anybody went Баск 
disappointed. It was his great 
quality. His talent was such that he 
could solve any naughty problem. 
And that was a great advantage. 


| had the privilege of knowing him : 


for a long time. | consider him not 
merely as one of my friends; | would 
call him a patron of mine. 

| have learnt about the progress 
ofthe Institute. Dr. Ram Tarneja has 
been with us fromthe beginning. But, 
more than that, our Dean, Dr. 


Shrikant, has been a real gift to this ` 


institution; without him, all the 
taken 


changes. Not merely fast changes, 
but vast changes. and, therefore, 
what is important is, our training 
should enable the students not only 
to face the problems of today, but 
those complex problems which are 
awaiting them in the 21st century. 
We аге passing through, 
humanity ís passing through, a 
transition period - transition from one 
era to another era. Humanity has 


passed from the agricultural era to : 


the industrial era; humanity has 
gone through this industrial age 
facing many, many complex 
problems. ` 
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What is important now is, when 
we pass from this industrial era. 
towards the new eras of knowledge 
and information, all human activities 
will be restructured. It will be in that 
new era that the students who are 
now undergoing training, will have to 
function. That is why, we took the 
bold decision of breaking away from 
the University. As a matter of fact, | 
was the Chancellor of the Bombay 
University. But, still, | said that let us 
breakaway from the University, from 
the shackles of the University. Then 
alone, we can provide instruction, 
provide training, provide experience 
to face the new problems of the 21st 
century. It will become necessary for 
us to go on upgrading our 
knowledge. | wantto tell the students 
here, what you learn here and what 
you will be learning soon after, will 
not be adequate to face the 
problems. You may have to update 
your knowledge periodically. 
Otherwise, you can'tbe a successful 
manager. Managing change itself is 
a big problem. A queue of 
challenges is awaiting you. We give 
you the basic knowledge and the 
basic experience also, so that you 
have the capacity to respond to the 
new changes. . 

The management structure will 
change. Travel from one place to 
another for the purpose of 
conferences may not be necessary 
atall. Үои сап have one person here, 
one in Calcutta, one in Chennai and 


one in London or in Washington, — 


you can have meaningful dialogue . 


with all of them. Take advantage of 
the experience. of the other 
countries. Particularly take 
advantage of the mistakes which 
other countries have made, so that 
we may not commit the same 
mistakes. ` 

| am. sure 
intellectual 


that with 
capacity, the 


their 
new 


generation will take our count 
forward so that it will no longer be 
called a backward country. | would 
like you all to develop this country in 
such a way that you will be 
functioning in this world as equals 
with the rest of the world. 


(C. Subramaniam) 
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ом GOD 


1-Gódis the very basis of life. In 
every atom of the body of every 
uman being lurks divinity. For 


is a must. — 


S2 With your ears, listen to holy. 


words. With your nose, inhale pure 


air made holy by God's vibrations, , 


with your tongue, taste the 
sweetness of God's name through 


constant.repetition of God's name. 
<Ú God.is a flower, you should 
eel yourself a bee that sucks it's 


honey, if he is a tree, be a creeper 
that clings to it, If he is the sky, be a 
tiny star that twinkles in it. Above all, 
be conscious of the truth that you 


eee ce bound by supreme love. 
4. God can be felt. and 


, experienced only in the deepest of 
silence. All noise must subside, then 
“his voice can be heard clearly. 


ON RELIGION 


' 4. The word ‘Matha’ is frequently 
used in religion. A word used for 
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recognizing this divinity, spirituality . 













Sri Satya 
Sai Baba's 
“Upadesa’ 











Sri Satya Sai Baba's 73rd year of 
Advent begins from Nov 23, 1998. 
Here is a collection of his sayings 
compiled by Dr. (Smt.) Prabha Ravi. 
Se ы ЕУ шыш сытыы ыш 


mind is 'mathi' Putting both 
together, one can say that Matha is 
primarily for-strengthening manas. 


me purpose and essence 
| creeds, faith and religions are 


the sublimation of the mind so that it 
ensures liberation for the individual 
and happiness in society. 
2. There is only one caste, the 
caste of Humanity, there is only one 
"religion, the religion of love, there is 
_ only one language, the language of 
the Heart. There is only one God, 
and He is omnipresent. 


ON DHARMA 
1. Dharma is like the River 
Saraswati, flowing unseen beneath 
the deeper levels of human 
consciousness, feeding the roots of 
activity, filling the springs of thought, 
cleansing the slushy eddies of 
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ment for higher studies on 


Name of the scheme 












Lunch feeding (Samaradhana) to 
Vidyarthis, part expenses for Homely Meals, 
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Endowment (with Special meal) 


SUMANGALI PRARTHANA: Rs. 1000/= 
with feeding to students Rs. 500/= ` 
RICE & DHAL ENDOWMENT : (75Kgs per day) 


VEDAS & SHASTRAS EDUCATION (Siksha) / 
RAKSHANA ENDOWMENT : : 





perous to donors. Any amount by 
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GOVINDA DEEKSHITHAR PUNYA SMARANA SAMITHI. (Rega), 
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admitted at the tender age of between 8-11 years. The students undergo training for a period of 
seven to twelve years and they are given free boarding; lodging, Clothing etc. 

After successful Completion of their respective 
Vedas and Shastras by highly 


which is expected to cost Rs.15 lakhs, 
patasala is prescribed in our Shastras and donation for this cause 
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Vedic courses they are given encourage- 











Amount for 
permanent 
Endowment 






Adhoc payment 





500/= Rs. 5,000/= 













1,500/= Rs.15,000/= 














1,500/= Rs.15;000/= 








1,000/= 






Rs.10,000/- 













12,000/- P. A. 
(per Student) 


Rs.1 lakh 


is proposed to purchase 5 acres of land in or 
"BHOOMI DHANA" to Veda 
is spoken very high and pros- 






ns are accepted. 
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«the ever-blissful and ever lovin 


feeling. When the river runs dry oris 
clogged by greed and hate, the 
avatar comes to let in a torrent of 
grace and restore its fresh, free flow. 
2. When Satya or Truth is putinto 
practise, it is, called Dharma. 
Dharmais that whichis born from the 
heart, that which is then expressed 
in the shape of words and that which 
is put into practise. Dharma is not 
thing thatcan be determined by each 
and every person as per his whim. 
3. Righteous action towards 
oneséff and others based on love for 


Lord who is the essence of all - is 
Dharma. 

4. Dharma is the spiritual law of 
living. It is Satya in action. 


OÑ EDUCATION 


ж Edücation without character, 


wealth without charity, science 
without humanity, and commerce 
without morality are useless and 
dangerous. - 


2. An institution which does not . 


confer the knowledge of the spiritual 
reality to the students who are 


4. The end of knowledge is 
wisdom, the end of culture is 
perfection, the end of wisdom is 
freedom, the end of education is 
character. 


ON TEACHERS 


1.-Тһе teacher should set an 
example to his pupils. If a teacher 
has a vice, thousands are polluted. If 
heis dedicated and pure, thousands 
will gcin. 
Human values cannot be 


FE Art from lectures or text books. 


Those who seek to impart values to 
students must first practise. 
3. Though parents have the 


а duty of moulding the life of 
© 


hildren, the teachers play a most 
crucial role in shaping the character 
of children. . a 
4. Teachers are like potters. Just 
as the potter gives shape to clay, so 
too, the teachers give shape to the 
personality of the children. 


_~ ON STUDENTS 
224, Students have to cultivate 


engaged in the pursuit of various ~ qualities like gratitude, compassion, 


material studies, is as barren as sky 
without the moon, a heart without 
peace, oranation without reverence 
for law. ~ . 

3 ducation must promote 
mu den and happiness. It 
‘should serve to enlarge the vision 


and broaden the outlook of the 
people. 5 
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tolerance & sympathy with the 
distressed. 
2. Be eager and earnest to learn. 
3. Hurt never, help ever. 


ON CHILDREN 


1. A sapling can be helped to 
grow straight, but once a tree, it 
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cannot be guided їп its growth. So 
too are the children who need sound 
advice and guidance ata young age. 

2. They must grow up in the 
atmosphere of reverence, devotion, 
mutual service and co-operation. 

3. They must develop faith in 
God and genial qualities. 

4. They must read lives of Great 


men and saints. They should derive . 


inspiration from the epics like the 
Ramayana and the Mahabharata. 

5. They must develop good 
character. A life without good 
.character is like a shrine without 
light, a coin that is counterfeit. 


ON LOVE 


1. Man is love embodied. He 
thirsts for love and he finds real joyin 
loving and receiving selfless love, 
Love all as embodiments of the 
same divine principle. 

2. Love can make you gather the 
affection of all mankind. 

3. God is love and can be won 


only through the cultivation ang 
exercise of love. 


JAI SAIRAM à 
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recitation of - Saraswathy ` 
A Vandanam at the beginning 

of a meeting of the State 
Education Ministers convened by 
the Central Government recently to 
evolve a National Education Policy 


became 


This is the land of Saraswathy, 
the-Goddess of learning, whether it 
be in spirituality, aesthetics or pure 
matesal sciences Ad takshmi is 
the Goddess of wealth and welfare. 
It is by the application of knowledge 
that wealth апа. welfare аге 
generated in society. Knowledge, 
and the wealth generated by its 
application, brin s i 
This, along with the human and the 








Saraswathy 
Vandanam 


V. Devarajan* 


social values that are the 
manifestations of divinity in man, 
constitutes the totality of man's 
advancement in the art of living, in 
other words, the culture of the 
society. In other words, what we 
today possess as the accumulated 
culture of this country, comprising 
primarily of learning, and of 
consequently generated wealth, 
and then the value system, should 
primarily be venerated as, in the 
Indian concept, the blessings of 
Saraswathy, the Goddess of 
learning. Itprecedes the blessings of 
imi; too. 
The objectives of education 
should cover man-making ап 

tion-building. Hence education 















.* Shri. V. Devarajan is the Vice-President of the Kerala-based Bharatheeya 
Vichara Kendram. He is the Deputy General Manager in FEDO-FACT, 


Udyogamandal, Kerala. 
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shouldpertinently take into account, its cultural inheritance mythically 
in addition to the development of the symbolised by the Goddess. 
potential and character of the Imbibing this rich and sacred 
individual, the culture of the Nation Concept our educational institutions 
also whichis the sub-stratum for are reverentially referred to as 
Nation-building. This perception: on Saraswathy Kshethras, temples of 
education inalienably links it to the Saraswathy, the Goddess 
culture of the nation which, as we Knowledge, secular and Spiritual, 
‘already saw, is held as the blessings All Indians, Hindus as well as 
of Saraswathy.. This is the role of . non-Hindus religion-wise, must 
Saraswathy in the Indian perception realize that Saraswathy Vandanam 
оп education. As such, it is nothing is not a Hindu religious rite, but a 
butappropriate to offer salutations to соога] observance: It should serve 
Saraswathy while initiating the ыш К шев! integration of 
formulation of an Education Policy {һе nation, and not its division on 
forthis country that has to conformto religious and political lines. 


of 
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..— - That Devi who dwells in all e 
-beings as intelligence, ^ —- 
- Prostrations unto Her 


` Devi Mahatmyam ' 
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Kartavyo Na Tu Vaidehi Manyustyaagamimam Prati 
Raamena Tvadvishuddhyartham Kritametaddhitaishinaa 


O Vaidehi, you should not entertain.any anger 


Having thus Spoken to both his Sons as well as 
his daughter-in-law Sita, the effulgent Dasaratha 
_ Went to Indraloka іп his vimana, 











Tad HHT AER: WHA: | 
Haat ч Tas а Rer І 
Pratiprayaate Kaakutsthe Mahendrah Paakashaasanah 
Abraveet Paramapreeto Raaghavam Praanjalim Sthitam 
When Dasaratha had gone away, Mahendra 


greatly pleased, said to Raghava, who was 
—standing near with folded hands : : 


этїї exit UH Tae TT | 
Sirgen: up ed afe Te di 


Amogham Darshanam Raama Tavaasmaakam Parantapa 


Preetiyuktaah Sma Tena Tvam Broohi Yanmanasechchhasi 


"O Rama, vanquisher of foes, the fact of your 
seeing us all can never go in vain. We are all 
delighted. Tell us then what you desire most in 
your heart." 


TERE mper separe eee: |i 


Evamuktastu Kaakutsthah Pratyuvaacha Kritaanjalih 


When addressed thus, Rama replied with 


folded hands : 


щщ 5: ЧЕГ 3p ТЕТ TAT | 
qud а яти анау 91940: |! 
Мата Hetoh Paraakraantaa Ye Gataa Yamasaadanam 
Te Sarve Jeevitam Praapya Samuttishthantu Vaanaraah 


“All those valorous monkeys who have gone to - 


the abode of Yama on my account, letthemall rise 
up again, obtaining back their lives." - ol 






U ARE IN THE GAIN. 
HOW THAT IS SO CAN BE CLEAR WHEN YOU 
CONTACT : 

KHADI AND VILLAGE INDUSTRIES COMMISSION 
"Gramodaya", Іпа Road, Vile Parle (West), Mumbai -400 056. 
Phone : 6714320, 6716323, 6713526/9 








TA 





India’s Pilgrimage . A Vital Contribution 
to freedom ; of Young India 


to the last phase 






In the third part of the 
series Usha Mehta, who 

` set up the Congress Radio 
during India's freedom 
struggle, describes her 
experience and association 
with other freedom fighters 
in Yeravada Jail. 
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In Yeravada Jail 

After the judgement was been 
pronounced, I was taken to the 
Yeravada Jail, Pune: I was given a 
very warm reception by about 250 
prisoners including Safia Khan, 
Kisan Dhumatkar, Avan Havewala 
and Maniben Patel from Bombay, 
Premaben Kantak,  Anütai, 
Mrinalini, Savitriben and Madan 
from Pune, Kamala Ashtaputre from 
Dhule, Susheela Kuber from Satara 
and others from different parts of 
Maharashtra. They had Stealthily 
plucked’a few flowers from the jail- 
garden, tied them with hand-spun 
yarn, prepared chikkis out of the 
ground-nuts and the jaggery they got 
in their daily rations and sang Songs, 
like, “Нит marenge [айе ladte, 
ladai me marne wali” (we shall die 
fighting). Others raised slogans 
inclüding Vande Mataram; “Up with 


the National Flag, Down; Down the. 


Union Jack." 

A typical day in jail began with 
morning prayers led by Premaben 
Kantak; During the day; those 
serving rigorous imprisonment were 
allotted specific work. This included 
gardening, attending to patients in 
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the dispensary, Stitching jail 
uniforms, knitting socks and 
Sweaters for the Soldiers and 
gtinding corn. Some of us used to 
help the warden in the office-work. 
Safiaben, who was an ace knitter, 
loved to impart her skills to the 
younger girls. She taught us so ме“ 
that once out of jail; some girls who 
had learnt knitting from her, 
established their own firms and later 
did extremely well. Tarabai of Pune’ 
gave lessons in nursing to those 
interested. Maniben Patel 
opened a Spinning class and saw to 
it that as many girls as possible 


- regularly spun cloth over and above 


their jail work. Prisoners from 
Gujarat taught embroidery to the 
warden. 

But we young students were 
more interested jn Studying 
revolutionary tactics adopted in 
other countries and getting whatever 
news we could about the struggle 
from those who came to visit their 
relatives in jail; We also used to hold 
discussions and had study circles 
with a view to understand and 
evaluate Gandhian, socialist and 
government ideologies. Kamalabai 
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Ashtaputra, Mrinalini, Anutai and 
Sumati were the ones who organised 
intellectual activities. 
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Taking evening walks was a 
favourite hobby of many prisoners 
including Maniben Patel, Premaben, 
Khurshidben Navroji and Purnima 
Banerjee, who joined me much later, 
much after all the other prisoners had 
been released. We used to talk a lot 
while we walked. Listening to 
Maniben narrate stories about Sardar 
Patel, Khurshidben about her 
grandfather Dadabhai Navroji (the 
Grand Old Man of India) and 
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Purnimaben about her rebel sister 
Aruna Asaf Ali was an education for 
us. 

During the evening prayers, 
rendering of devotional songs by 
Premaben, Sumatiben, Avaben, 
Susheela and others proved to be 
very soothing. Some of us, 
especially the younger ones, were 
extremely adventurous. On the 9th 
of every month we would try to 
organise a flag-hoisting ceremony. 
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Once, young Kusum 
climbed atop the 
women's jail and hoisted 
the national flag. She 
then went straight to the 
warden and said, " You 
may punish me. . But I 
hope you will salute the 
flag first and join us in 
singing, "Jhanda Uncha 
Rahe Hamara." " 


Alarm Bell 
The jail rules specified 
that all prisoners should 
be locked up between 7 
p-m. and 8 a.m. We resented this 
very much and decided to protest. 
One day, all of us sat down on the 
lawn and flatly refused to be locked 
up. The mukadam, warden and 
other inmates tried their level besi 
to persuade us to go in but we did 
not budge. Ultimately, at about 
midnight, all the prisoners were 
forcibly carried to the barracks. 
Kamalabai and Savitriben then 
thought of an ingenuous prank to 
fool the jail authorities. They asked 
mé-to accompany them to the 
barrack where they opened a big 
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meat cupboard Which 
was used for Storing 
milk and medicines, 
They took out the 
middle shelf and asked 
me to get into it. Then 
saying, "You will sit 
here till the end and 
come out only when we 
come and ask you to do 
so,” they shut the door 
and went out. I sat 
there for a long time. 
In between, they would 
come to the barrack 
under one pretext or the 
other, open the door for a few 
minutes to let some air in and give 
me the latest news from outside. 
At the end, after all the 
prisoners were forcibly put in the 
barracks, a Count was taken, first by 
the assistant warden, followed by 
{һе warden and then the jailor 
himself. All of them were shocked 
to find that one prisoner was 
Missing. They counted and 
recounted but just could not solve 
the mystery. They rang the alarm 
bell and alerted the jail- 
Superintendent and all police 





* 
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stations in the city. The 
superintendent came immediately 
and began to take a fresh count. 
While this commotion was on 
Kamalabai and Savitribai, who had 
kept my bed ready near the 
cupboard, quickly opened the door 
and beckoned me to slowly slip in 
to the bed. All the three of us then, 
pretended to be fast asleep. When 
the superintendent found that the 
count was tallying perfectly, he took 
all the officers including the jailor 
and the warden to task. 

The warden sent forme early 
the next morning. All the prisoners 
gathered near the gate. Extremely 
angry she said, “Miss Mehta, I want 
to punish you.” I replied, “As per 
Gandhiji's orders, I am prepared for 
any punishment you inflict on me, 
but please let me know which rules 
of the jail manual I have flouted," 
"Where were you last night ?" she 
asked. "Where you found те," 1 
replied. “What do you mean?" she 
shot back. “I was in the barrack,” I 


replied, "quietly sleeping in my bed ` 


when others were defying your 
rules." Not knowing what to do or 
say she let me go. 


NOVEMBER 30, 1998 


RSS 
a 

As I came out I was cheered 
lustily; the atmosphere was rent with 
slogans like *Inquilab Zindabad ’, 
‘Vande Mataram’ and ‘Mahatma 
Gandhi Ki Jai’. A meeting was 
called to celebrate our success. 

Later, the rules were relaxed 
and the time for locking us up was 
changed from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Everyone was in a joyous mood and 
decided to present me a mini gold 
meat-shelf at my marriage! While 
thanking them I said, “It is extremely 
nice of you to make such a fine 
gesture. But I will never be able to 
accept such a gift because a cage is 
still a cage even if it is a golden 
cage." 


Sardar's Concern 

Our standard diet in jail was half- 
baked bajra roti, bhaji and bhopla 
(pumpkin). In the mornings, we 
used to get groundnuts and jaggery 
which most prisoners would use to 
prepare chikkis. Gradually, my 
health began to deteriorate. In the 
beginning, neither the jail authorities 
nor I bothered about it. Feeling 
extremely weak one day, I went to 
the jail doctor who told me I was 
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suffering from some mysterious 
disease for which he had no cure. 
Sardar Patel, who was lodged in the 
male ward, learnt about my 
condition and took the jail 
superintendent to task. Within а 
week; I was brought to Bombay and 
admitted to the J.J. Hospital. There, 
instead of ireating me for ап 
intestinal disorder, the doctors put 
me on some hormone treatment. My 
condition worsened, but I was 
brought back to Yeravada jail. 
Sardar Patel was extremely upset. 
He asked the jail authorities to give 
me some milk and supplementary 
diet." He used to inquire about me 
daily. Once the superintendent told 
him; “Your Usha is hale and hearty. 
You people are creating unnecessary 
fuss about her.” Sardat Saheb 
retorted, “If that is really so, can we 
ask Usha and your wife to exchange 
places?” From that day, Í began 
getting the right drugs and extra 
milk. : 

As time passed, most of my co- 
prisoners completed their sentences 
and were released. The government 
also decided that it could not detain 


‘the detenues any longer. Ultimately, 
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out of 250 prisoners, only two, Leela 
Patil of Jalgaon who was arrested 
in a bomb case and I, were left. After 
a few days, Leelatai complained of 
stomach trouble and was taken to the 
Sassoon Hospital. She was to return 
the same day, but did not do so, 1 
was worried and kept on enquiring 
with the warden about her 
condition. Two days later, I learnt 
from Janabai, one of the inmates 
from the criminal ward, that Leelatai 


- had escaped. This meant that I was 


the only political prisoner left in jail. 
Thus I was in isolation again— the 
difference this time was that I was 


all aloné in a big barrack meant for 
40. 


Enthusiastic Welcome 

Congress governments were 
installed in the provinces in March 
1946. I Was released on March 23, 


їп fact the first order passed by 


Morarji Desai was that of my 
release. I packed my things, and _ 
within minutes was taken to Poona 

Station and put on a Bombay-bound 
train. As the news of my release 
Spread people’gathered at the main 
Stations along the Way and cheered 
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me heartily. There 
was a huge crowd 
at Dadar, with the 
socialist leaders in 
the forefront. A 
large number of 
people got into my 
compartment, and 
accompanied me to 
Victoria Terminus. 
They sang and 
danced, blew 
bugles and beat 
drums. At УЛ. station, apart from 
members of my family, all the front 


rank leaders of the Congress, my old. 
‘colleagues and their relatives anda 


huge crowd of people were present. 
I was overwhelmed by the 
tumultuous welcome though I knew 
that all these people had thronged 
ҮЛ. not to honour Usha Mehta of 
the prestigious Congress Radio 
group as an individual but as a 
representative of all those who had 
participated in the freedom struggle 
and suffered for the sake of the 
motherland. 

Just as I was mulling over this, 
an old man appeared suddenly and 
gave me a small silver idol of Lord 
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Krishna. I promptly passed it on to 
my mother, a great devotee of Lord 
Krishna, who she used to fondly 
referto as Ranchhodji. She asked me 
from where I had got it. I looked 
around for the old man but there was 
no trace of him. While I was still 
trying to locate him my mother said, 
“Don't you realise, my Ranchhodrai 
himself came to bless you? We are 
unfortunate that we could not have 
his darshan. But we have got his 
blessings. Let us bow down to him 
and pray that India becomes free 
soon.” 

Thus ended a glorious chapter 
in India's freedom struggle. 
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he moral worth of a society or 
a community is reflected in its 
Í aspirations sd Whe Сезар 
* pursues, the values i i d 
its sincerity in upholding those 
values. Throughout history, 
humanity's chief concern has been 
the discovery and preservation of 
values which impart grace and 
significance to civilization and also 
to individual human lives. One of the 
cruellest paradoxes of our times is 
that an age that has witnessed 
tremendous scientific progress and 
. technological development has, at 
the same time, also witnessed 
—unprecedented decline in moral and 
spiritual values. 

A brief surgery of the general 
human, condition painfully 
underscores this fact. It was hoped 
and believed after the overthrow of 
the Nazi regime and exposure of its 
ghastly deeds thatthe concentration 
camps and other barbarous acts 
would become things of the past. But 
horrific scenes of man’s inhumanity 
to man are still daily re-enacted and 
the international — community 
regrettably has become a hopeless 
spectator. Israel, anation born out of 
sorrow and suffering, displayed 
incredible inhumanity by refusing 
permission to the International Red 
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earch For Values 


Soli J. Sorabjee 
- Attorney General of India. 





Cross to supply food and medicines 
to Palestinian deportees who were 
starving and freezing. In Somalia, 
the local warlords engage in loot and 
plunder, having no compunction in 
seeing their own people die of 
hunger and starvation. . These 
scenes are brought to us, thanks to 
cable television. | am sometimes 
reduced to tears when | see young 
children and old people being 
starved not because there are no 
food supplies, but because people 
playing their own power games have 
denied supplies to them and allowed 
them to die. 


Soli J. Sorabjee 
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The national scene is less qae regularly erupts becau 
the i 


depressing. Violence seems to stalk 


the land of ahimsa. What has 


happened in Surat, rape of women 
after they were dragged onto the 
streets and video recording of this by 
the rapists and their accomplices is 
the bottomline in depravity. Innocent 
young and old are killed mercilessly 
by militants supposed to be 
espousing a noble cause. Areligious 
place is demolished in the name of 
religion and there is jubilation over 
this deplorable incident. The Mafia 
rules in Mumbai, and rival gang 
members are killed in broad daylight 
with impunity. | ask myself and ask 
you what is the reason for this 
outburst of violence, which is 
becoming a pattern? 

As far as | can see, there is more 
than one reason. In the first place, 
human life has 


considered precious; human beings 
are measured in terms of mass and ~ 


Ticleculés, forgeiing Ft Hoe P 
spiritual spark inherent in every 
human being and the Divine 
presides in the heart of everyone: 
Wrongdoing no more seems 
wrong. There ts no fear of divine 
retribution or spiritual censure, or 
condign punishment on earth. The 
gods are managed through priests 
and pujaris and an occasional dip in 
the Ganga, and the terrestrial 
powers are fixed by the political 
patrons and partners: Besides, it 


must be remembered these 
incidents of violence are not 
spontaneous one-time events. 
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re is violence in our heart 


minds, whichhas been fostered over 
aperiod of time by an er, bitterness, 
and hatred. This happens when 
“people suffer from a deep sense of 
injustice for actual wrongs for which 
"there seems fo be no remedy. [have 
“been in the legal profession for over 
forty years and | am very sorry to say 
that the justice delivery systems has 
dismally failed. Oppression, 
exploitation and injustice at the level 
of the poor continue unabated. 
There is no light at the end of that 
tunnel for such people, and you can 
well understand how this breeds 
resentment and anger. 
Corruption 
Another main cause of our 
present malaise is corruption. Today 
we are in the terminal stage of this 
Cancer. Ithas spread in all directions 
and apparently no institution has 
been spared. Ithas almostbecome a 


“way of life. If an extra cord for the 


telephone is needed, a railway ticket 
is to be obtained, an admission is 
required to a school or a college, or 
a file containing the Income Tax 
return of apoor middle class familyis 
to be processed, you must be 
prepared to bribe the official 
concerned and make your own 
contribution to corruption. And 
people аге willing to do so because 
that is How our society functions at 
present. Butwhatis most distressing 
is corruption in high places: Today, 
we have the shameful phenomenon 
of public officials and even certain 
ministers who are known to be 
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corrupt being none the less secure 
and prosperous in their seats. 

Take another instance; our 
famous chapter XX-C of the Income 
Tax Act. Under that provision the 
government can acquire any 
immovable property if {һе 
department is of the view that the 
property has been undervalued. Itis 
а good provision. |f people 
undervalue their property, they 
should have no objection to 
government buying itand saying, we 
will pay you the price which youhave 
declared in your Sale Deed. But it is 
anotorious factthat there are regular 
rates for obtaining clearance 
certificates from the Income Tax 
authorities and the rates vary with 
the value of the property. And this 
Source of  blatant Corruption 
flourishes fearlessly. 

The crux of the matter is that we 
have forgotten simple things like 
truth,” goodness апа beauty. It 
Seems that we have banished them 
from ourlives andregardthemas the 
Silly slogans of impractical people 
ánd we are Paying a price for the 
banishment. 

Now, how do we Cope with these 
problems? The real task is to restore 
these values. There is no panacea, 
no instànt remedy. The genesis of 
this malaise is in the hearts and 
minds of men. So we have to tackle 
them there, and bring about a 
change in the thinking of the people, 
in their attitude to life and their 


priorities. We cannot expect 
tolive on love and fresh air. Let us e 
realistic about it. Nor is it Practical for 
the majority of the people to follow 
the path of the ascetics. Wealth and 
the advantages it brings need notbe 
condemned nor Spurned. But we 
must instill the message that wealth 
is not the be all and end all of human 
existence, and Possession of wealth 
is not the ultimate yardstick of merit 
or of good citizenship. Moreover, we 
should by education -- if necessary, 
by brainwashing -- bring about a 
situation where ill gotten wealth is 
deprecated and its possessors are 
shunned. If the bread-winner brings 
home items which obviously could 
not have been acquired honestly, 
the minds of the children Should be 
So conditioned that lhey express 
their displeasure and flatly refuse to 
have any of that. 

Ultimately, the battle for the 


People 


restoration of values has tobe fought. 


and won in the minds and hearts of 
the people. We must abjure this fatal 
fascination of wealth. and power. 
Surely, there comes a time when 
counting the cost and knowing the 
Price of everything is not the ultimate 
goal. What matters is the ultimate 
value of what one does. Life has 
Worth and dignity when it has 
Something valuable as its object, 
and nothing is of more value than 
Steadfast faith in our ideals on truth, 
beauty and goodness. 


at the Theosophical Society. 
Courtesy : Theosophical Publishing House, Che раса 


Deprived’ Feb, 1998 
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WOOMESH CHANDRA 
Freedom BONNERJEE 
(1844 - 1906) 


To Woomesh Chandra 
Bonnerjee goes the distinction of 
presiding over the first session of 
the Indian National Congress - a 
organisation that started with the 
modest aim of securing self- 
governance for India through 
constitutional means but grew 
into a mighty force that secured 
freedom under leaders pledged 
to truth and non-violence and 
guided by a man of peace with 
an indomitable will — held in 
Bombay (now Mumbai) in 1885. He presided once again 
in 1892 over the Allahabad session. A brilliant lawyer who 
eventually settled down in England to practise at the Privy 
Council, Bonnerjee was a moderate in politics. In 1864, 
before he left for England to study law, Bonnerjee helped 
to start a weekly newspaper called 'Bengalee'. He founded 
the London Indian Society to help Indian students. He was 
against the jury system and opposed salt tax even in that 
distant point of time. He spoke against high military 
expenditure. He argued for industrialisation of India. He 
represented the Calcutta University in the Bengal Legislative 
Council during 1894-95. 


Bonnerjee was born in Calcutta on Dec. 29, 1844 in 
a family of considerable social standing. He passed away 
when he was 62. 
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Voice 


of SYED ABDULLA BRELVI 


Freedom (1891-1949) 


Syed Abdulla Brelvi was 
one of the real ‘voices of freedom! 
in the sense that, as the editor 
of ‘Bombay Chronicle’ from 1924 
to 49, he championed the cause 
of Indian freedom. His editorials, 
Says the late G.L.Mehta, well 
known in his time as a writer, 
financial expert, specialist in 
shipping. Member of the 
Constituent Assembly and former 
Indian Ambassador to the U.S., 

‘reveal the story of India's struggle for freedom’. Brelvi was 
known for his simplicity, straightforwardness and catholicity. 


Brelvi was a firm believer in Hindu-Muslim unity and 
took a leading part in forming the Bombay Congress Muslim 


Party, the object of which was to induce Muslims to join the 
Congress. 





Though Brelvi's service to the nation was primarily as a 
journalist, he took part in a number of movements - State 
people (especially of Saurashtra), youth, civil liberties etc. 
He courted imprisonment in 1920 and 1932. He was, however, 
not enthusiastic about the Quit India Movement. 


Brelvi was born on Sept 18, 1891, in Bareilly, Uttar 
Pradesh. He had his education in Bombay, graduating in 
arts and law. He joined the Bombay Chronicle as Asst. 
Editor in 1915 and was connected with the paper till his 
death on Jan 9, 1949. 
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Ancient Indian Sanskrit Texts and 
Modern Western Scholarship — 


Some cultural Problems - 2 
Prof. K.S. Narayana Rao & Smt. Susheela N. Rao 








here are also scholars who are 
T ну enthusiastic about 

ancient Indian inheritance but 
can miss something. The learned 
Jacobi tries to defend Rama against 
the accusation that he was guilty of 
prevarication in Aranyakanda, when 
Rama tells Shurpanakha to go after 
Lakshmana, because his younger 
brother is unmarried. Jacobi tries to 
establish that the passage dealing 
with Lakshmana's marriage in the 
first book is an interpolation (42). 
But, that the whole episode is a 
short, light-hearted, playful banter 
before turning into a serious matter 
is very clear if we were to take into 
account the body language, the 
Spoken words, and the poet's 
comment. Rama does notlie. Before 
{һе episode begins, the poet makes 
It clear by saying, "Anritam na hi 
Hamasya kadachidapi sammatam" 
(3: 17.15), meaning "Lying does not 
agree with Rama at any time" -- with 
the obvious exception of light- 
hearted, jocular moments but then it 
is not a lie. The stage is now set for 
the encounter of the two brothers 
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with Shurpanakha. When she 
comes before Rama, he asks her 
who she is etc. One must notice a 
remarkable thing : both brothers 
address this ogress with respect 
using such words as "Lady" 
throughout the éncounter. When 
she says she wants him for her 
husband and that she will swallow 
both Lakshmana and Sita leaving 
Rama free and by himself, Rama 
smiles, clearly indicating with his 
body language his jovial mood, and 
then tells Shurpanakha to’go after 
his unmarried younger brother. A 
little later, when Lakshmana 
suggests she should seek Rama for 
her husband and she proceeds to do 
so seriously, the poet clearly and 
unmistakably says it is a joke. 
"Manyate tadvachastatyam 
parihasavichakshana" 
(Aranyakanda, 18 : 13), meaning 


` "untutored in humour, she took it to 


be true". Immediately before the 
beginning of the episode, the poet 
affirms Rama's adherence to truth; 
then the repartee between the 
brother duo confirms that the body 
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language and the actual language 


used clinch our belief that it is all a ` 


light-hearted moment, which, soon 
after, turns to an unfortunate end 
because of the menacing behaviour 
of the ogress. In our view, this 
corrective comment of the poet 
pointing up Shurpanakha’s lack of a 
sense of humour refers to the whole 
brief repartee between the brother 
duo and must not be narrowly 
construed as restricted only to 
Lakshmana’s words. Aside from 
Jacobi, there are others who too, 
because of their inadequate 
knowledge of the alien culture, make 
mistakes. 

For example, a scholar who, 
after reading a Hindu story (probably 
that of Ghantakarna; who did not 
wantto hear Vishnu's name and had 
bells attached to his ears so that he 
could drown out what he did not want 
to hear), in his enthusiasm 
conclüded that in Hinduism, too, one 
Should not take God's name in vain 
while in truth the Hindus are 
encourage to remember and repeat 
God's name at all times, since the 
Divine. Being is ceaselessly active. 
Then there is that. most respected 
American Sanskritist who has 
translated Shakuntalam, namely 
Arthur W. Ryder, and who makes a 
very unfortunate mistake when he 
translates anarya into "Wretch" 
while it really means "ignoble" (59). 
The British scholar Coulson 
translates the same word as 
meaning “Vulgar тап" (115). The 
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word arya is a Sanskrit Word 
meaning "noble, or of good family," 
although it may have been borrowed 
in recent times to mean a wh 
different thing. : 

Traditionally, it is тох 
inappropriate for a wife to call her 
husband (a world apart from 
Western culture) "vulgar man." A 
little later, Coulson makes a bad 
mistake by making Shakuntala refer 
to herself as "now no better than a 
whore". (115). A still more terrible 
blunder of his is to put into the mouth 
ofthe brahmin clown the words "You 
whoreson" when he addresses the 
military Commander (62). Although 
it may not be quite relevant in this 
paper devoted to ancient Sanskrit 
texts, we may cite a telling example 
of how in his enthusiasm Professor 
Dimock in the Introduction of The 
Literatures of Indiatries to introduce 
Kannada literature, which has a 


olly 


` history of-about 2,000 years, in one 


paragraph of just 96 words (with a 
little addition.by Ramanujan), and 
even in that little paragraph he is 
quite mixed.up about some of the 
names of the writers. He writes: 
"There are such writers as Pani [for 
Panje] Mangesha Rao, ‘Srinivasa’... 
Others include D.V. Masti [D.V.G. is 
one: writer and ‘Masti’ is the first 
name of another writer whose pen 
name is 'Srinivasa.']' (33). Such 
ignorance is intolerable, and the 
authors should not have undertaken 
a task of which they did not know the 
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abc. These аге all; however, well- 
intentioned writers, and it is all 
secular literature they are handling. 

When it comes to sacred 
literature, much Western discussion 
is very biassed; its main objective 
appears to be to undermine the 
credibility of the sacred works of 
Hinduism. While appearing to praise 
India, most Western Indologists 
employ a variety of techniques to do 
damage. A tortuous way of 
reasoning is not uncommon in some 
Indologists. We would.like to give 


two examples. The first one 
concerns Professor Pollock's 
translation of a stanza (71 : 2) in 


Ayodhyakanda and his notes (460). 
He translates : "To the brahmans he 
gave precious objects, money, and 
abundant food - goat's flesh 
(emphasis ours) and much white 
rice..." (234) during the shraddha 
ceremony. The first mistake is to 
attach the adjective to rice and 
speak of white rice. As far as India is 
concerned, it has known all rice to be 
white rice, and, therefore, the word 
whiteto describe rice is redundant; it 
Strictly applies to the goats. But what 
is wholly inaccurate and totally 
offensive. is the term goat's flesh. 
The Sanskrit word in the original is 
bastikam, and its correct meaning, 
аз every student of Sanskrit knows 
and the dictionary: defines it, is "a 
multitude of goats". How, then, this 
noun becomes singular and how it 
comes to mean in Pollock "flesh" is 
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beyond ourunderstanding. Itis dead 
wrong; it is intolerably loathsome. 


‘The shraddha is a very serious 


ceremony during which the departed 
ancestors are worshipped and 
offerings are made and charity given 
to the brahmins. The symboiic 
offerings to the departed comprise 
the offer of rice balls in a prescribed 
manner. and giving gifts to the 
brahmins and feeding them. In ihe 
early times, these gifts included 
cattle and goats (which really 
represent wealth and not food), 
which may also have served as a 
means of barter. Hence a multitude _ 
of goats and not goat's flesh. During 
this mostsacred ceremony, even the 
mention of any killing or meat is a 
strict taboo. The association of flesh 
and blood even in thought with the 
shraddha ceremony or imagining a 
brahmin giving or another receiving 
goat's flesh or any other kind of 
cadaver would be as horrifying to a 
brahmin as it would be for a 
Westerner to make a heaving offer of 
human flesh and blood and then sit 
down to a hearty, comfortable 
cannibalistic meal. It is deplorable 
such a mistake has been made. 
Pollock then proceeds in his 
Notes to comment further on this 
ward (460). He first presumes itis the 
wrong word and then tries to emend 
it He writes, "But ' in fact, 
considering...ManuSm 3:272, 
where among the foods to be given 
ata shraddha we find mahasalkam, 


37 





perhaps the original reading was. 


salkam (a crustacean, specifically 
prawns...)" (460). There is not the 
slightest justification for this 
proposed emendation; it is an 
erroneous reading. First, there is no 
basis for his presumptive reading, 
other than his guess, indicated by 
the word perhaps. Secondly, it is 
' illogical to suspect Valmiki to be 
guilty ofa malapropism--he knew his 
Sanskrit-- in using shuklam for 
shalkam. Thirdly, the unbroken 
tradition and a conservative culture 
cannot be wrong, and а total 
stranger should not presume to 
know better. Again, if shalkam is to 
be.the word, we must know whether 
: there is any basis-- for instance, 
whether any of the recensions of the 
Ramayana contains it. If it does, we 
then have to make sure that it is not 
an inadvertent error or a slip of the 
hand of the scribe. If it is the only 
recension which has that word, we 
may also : inquire, in аі 
reasonableness, why all the other 
Scribes used shuklam. After having 
decidedon shalkam, Pollockturns to 
Manusmriti, according to which he 
says during the shraddha ceremony 
meat and other similar things were 
given away: First, it must be pointed 
outthatthe sentence he quotes from 
Manusmriti (1l: 272) occurs in an 
interpolated passage. Someone 
obviously gifted with some poetic 
powers but inordinately 
exasperated by the injunction to 
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carry out a very detailed and highly 
ritualized ceremony of the Shraddha 
must have inserted this passage. 
In the original Sanskrit text of 
Manusmriti we have this Whole 
passage prefaced with the words 
"abraveenmanuhu" ог "[Thus] 
spoke Manu" (Ill : 222), clearly 
belying the  ascription of the 
authorship of the- passage that 
follows to Manu." Just a little thinking 
will suggest to any reader that Manu 
cannot be referring to himself in his 
own work in the third person and 
saying that Manu spoke those 
words. If Professor Pollock did not 
get a chance to read this in the 
Sanskrit original, he could have read 
the Introduction to Buhler's English 
translation, which would have 
alerted him to the existence of 
interpolations. If he did not get a 
chanceto read even the Introduction 
but went straight to the text, he 
shouldhave made an effortto readin 
Buhler several preceding passages 
to puthis chosen sentence in proper 
context, and he would have then 
encountered the statement, "Manu 
has declared..." (IIl : 222). If he did 
not do even that, he should have 
gone on to read a few stanzas 
beyond his favourite passage, and 
at least a few of the statements 
Would have made him raise his 
eyebrows, for in this interpolated 


Section there are injunctions 
requiring one to offer the flesh of all 
kinds of animals, ^ including 
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rhinoceros, which, if it is true, would 
have required. millions of rhinos, 
assuming only a few million people 
performed the shraddha ceremony 
just a few million times every year, 
and the Indian forests unfailingly 
kept replenishing very rapidly the 
fast-depleting stock of rhinos, not to 
speak of other animals. Yet one 
more observation needs to be made 
here. Assuming that the correct word 
here is what Pollock suggests--and 
neither Valmiki nor the tradition 
knew better--shalkam, the meaning 
of the word given in the dictionaries 
: of both Bhide-and Monier - Williams 
and also in the Amarakosha is "a 
piece, a garment of bark" and not 
“crustaceans and prawns". Monier - 
Williams adds "meal, flour" as other 
meanings. Even if a mistake has 
been made in the original and 
shalkam is the correct word, it.only 
means that Bharata gave to the 
brahmins flour in plenty. In any case, 
the proposed emendation has no 


place іп the context and would be a. 


bad mistake to accept it. 

Evidently, this is only just one of 
the instances of Pollock's attempt to 
take liberty with the text and change 
it; itis frightening to imagine what are 
all the other changes he may have 
made in the text of the epic. For, he 
says, "Thus, when | found myself in 
serious disagreement with the editor 
[of the critical edition of the 
Ramayana], | emended and 
translated as | thought necessary"! 
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(74) We must also add that we 
cannot help noticing a strange irony 
in how Professor Pollock in his 


search for great ^ accuracy 
unquestioningly and  uncritically 
accepts for the basis of his curious 
logic a selected statement from an 
interpolated segment in Manusrnriti 
and attempts to challenge a 
celebrated — poet's | intellectual 
integrity ‘and а time-honoured, 
solemn tradition the faithfully precise 
pe-formance of which has been held 
in reverential awe and which has . 
been ‘passed on in an unbroken 
chain for thousands of generations. 
Виме must briefly pause to observe 
that such unwholesome and wholly 
unwarranted phenomenal changes 
as from "a multitude of white goats" 
to "goat's flesh" to "crustaceans and 
prawns" are not only very damaging 
per se just in this text but are even 
more so in their enormous potential 
to become a basis for the common 
and customary Western practice of 
often using other writers’ opinions to 
formulate further conclusions in 
Indology, where the sources of 
historically reliable, factual accounts 
are scanty enjoining upon each 
Indologist to be conscientiously 
careful. It is, in our view, an 
imperative requisite for all of us as 
responsible scholars and 
researchers to look at all sides and 
check out all possibilities before 
drawing any conclusion, especially 


an unfavourable one. 
Hag 
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Dr. Vajifdar: Is there anyone of his 
calibre, character & compassion ? 


Н. №. Dastur 


It was a murder most foul. Dr.J.F. Vajifdar, physician, and heart speciallst, 
was found dead at 9 a.m. on Oct 26, 1998, in his first floor apartment, off Colaba 
causeway, Mumbai. The murder in cold blood of the 82-year-old doctor, who 
spared no time, effort or money to cure a patient of his ailment, was the most 
caring and compassionate of the medical fraternity in the sprawling city. The 
writer recalls his association with the noble doctor with deep feeling. He is also 
critical of the sensation-mongering press which, when the heinous crime was 
committed, referred to, without adequate knowledge, of his ‘luxurious life-style’. 





Dr. Vajifdar 


r. Jehangir P. Vajifdar, who 
D was brutally murdered at his 
residence at Colaba on Oct 


26, 1998, was an angel of God sent 
on the earth to comfort and cure 
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valuable human beings. That he 
literally served his folk till his last 
breath is borne out by the fact that on 
that fateful night, as the clock struck 
11, the 82-year-old doctor had 
returned after treating a patient and 
died with his coat, tie and shoes on. 

The man who healed the psychic 
and physical wounds of others for 
over half a century was himself 
dastardly wounded and bled to 
death. Those who saw his blood- 
soaked body should know that they 
were fortunate to have had the 
‘darshan’ of Jesus on the cross. 

A tender gentleman, a beautiful 
human being апа а lovable person 
whose heart brimmed with the milk of 
human compassion, Dr. Vajifdar 
possessed the spirit and the vigour 
of a person half his age. That he was 


41 


one of the very best doctors...a 
general physician, a heart specialist 
anda family doctor...is indisputable. 
What made him an angel was the 
fact that he loved his patients cared 
for them like a mother, did not 
commercialise his profession, 
treated not so-well-to-do without 
charging a rupee, was available to 
his patients night and day and 
worked very hard sacrificing his 
comforts and personal interests to 
give joy and happiness to every one 
who came into contact with him. 
Whenlsee many of the so-called 
highly successful and eminent 
doctors strutting about in the 
corridors of hospitals or examining 
test reports and curtly pronouncing 
their judgements, | remember Dr. 
Vajifdar's humility, affection, respect 


for human dignity and capacity to : 


give emotional 
patients. 

Much has been made out of the 
fact that he was wearing a Rolex 
watch. One Gujarati newspaper has 
gone to the extent of adversely 
commenting on whatit called his rich 
life-style. 

Little to these media persons, 
know that Dr. Vajidar, though a well- 
to-do person from an eminent family, 
was a simple man of frugal habits. 

Where was the time for him to 
indulge in luxurious living? He wore 


comfort to the 
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simple clothes which got crumpled 

long before the day ended. As forthe 

Rolex watch, which appeared like 

any other ordinary watch (some 

papers) have maliciously reported 

that it was diamond-studded), was 

presented to him by a dear опе, 
Even if he had bought it, did he not 

have the right to do so? How mean 

and malicious can we become? 

A few months back when I saw 
his new spectacles and appreciated 
the design, he told me that they were 
rather costly but were a present from 
his dear daughter, who insisted that 
he should wear them. 

| had always marvelled at the 
Kindness and genuine affection 
oozing out of his eyes, his sense of 
humour and the extraordinary 
Spiritual energy that he possessed. 
All this came to him from what he 
used to describe as his "mere sense 
of duty" 

Can anyone believe that when a 
friend of mine:was hospitalised with 
a heart problem Dr. Vajifdar visited 
him in the hospital five times in the’ 
first 24 hours?. Perhaps a world 
record. Can you believe that he 
would ring up a patient and enquire 
about his health or even visit his 
home on his own? When he would 
return from his trips abroad; he 


_Wouldringme up to say he was back. 


He would visit a Patient even after 
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midnight. Some sense of ашу, 
indeed! When a patient would thank 
him, he would say : "Nahi jee, aay 
mari faraj chhe" (No sir, | am only 
doing my duty). 

Please think of the sense of duty 
of many, many ‘prominent’ doctors 
of today. The noble medical 
profession by and large has 
degenerated into an unscrupulous 
and at times ruthless commercial 
venture. 

In the background of this 
horrifying reality, Dr. Vajifdar was a 
saint who strayed -into this 
profession with the sole purpose of 
alleviating human suffering. He had 
a brilliant and refined intellect but he 
was so pre-occupied with his.dear 
patients that he would hardly spare 
time for indulging in the luxury of a 
film or a cultural show. 

In my persistent efforts over the 
years to draw him out, | could 
succeed only once when he came to 
listen to a speech by Bill Gates. You 
could be certain that if Dr. Vajifdar 
was not with his patients, he would 


be studying the latest medical _ 





literature. Sometimes, he would 
prescribe medicines which. no 
chemist in Bombay had heard of. He 
then would think of an alternative or 
arrange to get it forthe patients from 
abroad, often paying the bill himself. 
If a medicine was costly, he would 
apologise saying "Sorry, this 
particular medicine is rather costly". 
If the patient was poor, he would ring 


up his favourite chemist and ask him 


to send the bill to him. 

No wonder, hundreds of families 
in Mumbai feel orphaned after his 
death. At his Uthamna Ceremony 
and his funeral, | saw patients 
weeping and wondering what would 
happen to them without Vajifdar 
saheb. For them, the death of their 
doctor is a terrible calamity. As for 
me, I pass my time between trying to 
console my inconsolable wife and 
struggling to live on without the 
protective umbrella of Dr. Vajifdar's 
love, friendship, guidance and his 
wonderful, healing touch. If you can, 
please do show me a doctor of his 
calibre, character and compassion. 


Honour a physician with 
the honour due unto him. 
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Apocrypha: : 
Ecclesiasticus 
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t a solemn but impressive 
A function held at the 
quadrangle of the Bhavan's 
S.P. Jain Institute of Management & 


Research. (SPJIMR), Andheri, 
Mumbai, on Nov 7, 1998, a bust of 
the late Sahu Shriyans Prásad Jain, 
Padmabhushan, was unveiled by 
Shri C. Subramaniam, Bhavan's 
President. 
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Bhavan's Management Education Institute 
Shriyans Prasad Jain's Bust 
Installed 





Shri Sahu Shriyans Prasad Jain 
was Bhavan's Hony. Treasurer for 
four decades and with his munificent 
donation of Rs. 75 lakhs, the 
foundation stone of SPJIMR was laid 
on April 17, 1981, by the former 
Prime Minister of Britain, Mrs. (now 
Baroness) Margaret Thatcher. The 
day coincided with good Friday and 
Mahavir Jayanti. The late Shri 
Girdharilal Mehta, then President of 
the Bhavan, welcomed the vast 
gathering that had assembled there. 
Shri N.A. Palkhivala, vice president 
of the Bhavan, read out the 
messages received from President 
Neelam Sanjeeva Reddy, former 
British Prime Minister , Harold 
Macmillan and from another ex- - 
Prime Minister of England, James 
Callaghan. The late Shri G.D. Birla 


‘presided. In a reference to Shri Birla, 


Baroness Margaret Thatcher said : 
"If | might say so, Mr. Birla, it is 
wonderful to share the platform with 
you, who've done so much for India 
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cy. Yaw! 
Bhavan's President Shri C. Subramaniam unveiling the bust of the late Shri 


4 


i 
| 


"Shrlyans Prasad Jain at Bhavan’s S. P. Jain Institute of Management and 
Research at Andheri, Mumbai. Behind him are : Dr. Shashi Chand Jain, 


Dr. Ram Tarneja and Dr. M. L. Shrikant. 


and so much to the Bhavan. T jus 
hope that | will be going as strong as 
you are at the same age". 

The 


function began with 
Sarasvati Vandana. 
Unveiling the bust, Shri 


Subramaniam, in a brief Speech, 
recalled his association with S.P. 
Jain whom he described as 'God's 


good man’. He exhortedthe students ` 


to get themselves prepared to face 
the challenges of the 21st century in 
'the context of knowledge explosion 
and revolution in information 
technology (see text of speech in *A 
Letter from the President). 

Prof. D.D. Patel, Senior Faculty 
member, who has made a significant 
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contribution e growth and 
development of the Institute, 
welcomed the gathering. 

Dr. Shashi Chand Jain, son of 
Shri S.P. Jain, said that 'this noble 
institution has, over the years, 
blossomed into а trend-setting 
centre in the field of management: 
education’. 

Dr. Jain recalled the inaugural 
function 12 years ago which was 
presided over by Shri G.D. Birla and 
at which he proposed the vote of 
thanks said : ; 

"Today, the S.P. Jain Institute of 
Management and Research, а 
constituent institution of the Bhavan, 
is rated among the Nation's best for 
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management studies. This is not 
surprising as we have been adhering 
rigidly to transparent and efficient 
Management principles, leavened 


- with ethical and spiritual values". 


Referring to his fathers 
contribution to the founding of the 
Institute, he said : "Babuji rarely 
made an investment that did not 
work. Thisinstitution is no exception. 
Eighteen years ago, R& 75 lakhs 
was a considerable sum and Babuji, 
when he offereditto Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan to start a management 
institute, knew that the money be 
truly well spent for the purpose for 
which it was given, as per the 
Bhavan's tradition. 

"Babuji managed himself and his 
affairs well. He had the uncanny 
foresight of making friends with the 
right men. No wonder he could 
persuade Shri C. Subramaniamji to 
head and guide this Institute. 
Babuji's bust has been appropriately 
unveiled today by him. The close 
friendship of Babuji and 
Subramaniamji dates back to more 
than half a century. They both have 
been privileged to contribute to the 
building up of the Bhavan for over 40 
years. | thank him for coming here 
today and doing us the honour. His 
presence means so much more than 
just being here. Babuji, wherever he 
may be, must be feeling quite happy 
and contented". 
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Two Phases of Development 

Dr. М. L. Shrikant Hony. Dean, 
SPJIMR, giving his "perception of 
what our journey has been so farand 
where we wish to go", said : 

“One can view the history of the 
Institute since its inception, i.e. over 
the past 17 years, in terms of two 
distinct phases, the initial phase of 
seven years when we struggled to 
ensure continuity of the Institute as a 
part of the Bombay University and 
the second phase — the last decade 
during which we conceived and 
implemented successfully the 
development of SPJIMR as an 
autonomous Institute. 

During the Second phase, we 
generated a surplus of Rs. 6 crores, 
of which Rs. 5 crores have been 
spentin creating the physical assets 
that constitute this institute. 

"That includes classrooms, 
library and computer facilities, and 
the hostel building that you see 
around. The balance crore of rupees 
have beenutilizedthus- Rs. 36 lakhs 
as contribution to the Bhavan, Rs. 50 
lakhs spent in rehabilitating old 
structures at Andheri and Rs. 30 
lakhs to be spent this yearforhelping 
a sister institute, our school at 
Andheri. 

"Ear more important than the 
financial results, however, is the 
performance of the Institute in 
broader qualitative terms. We are 
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ranked amongst the top ten of about 
500 institutes in the country. Our 
good reputation in the society is 
evident from the Companies that 
‘come for recruitment and the 
individuals who apply for admission. 

"Many of ourinnovations suchas 
students spending time in rural 
setting have received public 
acclaim. Similarly, MBA program for 
family managed businesses, the first 
of its kind, and education for 
advanced issues in Information 
Technology offer мегу good 
promise. 

"In all this, | must acknowledge 
the crucial role played by -Shri 
Subramaniamji їп Supporting . at 
times ` non-conventional 
approaches, often by giving the most 
insightful directions and raising 
some fundamental questions that 
has led, as it is now clear in 
retrospect, to the right crucial 
decisions. 

"That SPJIMR, a small Institute 
has had the benefit of the guidance 
of an individual who has contributed 
significantly on. a much larger 
canvass in the development of the 
entire nation is indeed a matter of 
great fortune. 

"Then there has been Shri 
Ramakrishnanji's ^ backing їп 
providing freedom for 
implementation one cannot ask for 
more. SPJIMR would not have 
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. Andheri and who is 


achieved what it has, had this 
freedom in implementation n 
available. 

"Finally, Principal Parekh, who, 
forthe past few years, is available at 


ot been 


most 
approachable for all of us at the 


Institute, has provided vital inputs to 
general administrative issues": 
Future Plans . 
Referring to future plans, Dr. 
Shrikant said : "As academicians in 
the science of management, our 
primary concern is with 
organizations and institutions. From 
that perspective, we realize that if 
India has to acquire a leadership role 
in the global scene, individual 
organizations and institutions will 
have to become world class. The 
quality and relevance will have to 


‘supercede quantity and mere size. 


Historically acquired brand equity 
will have to be strengthened with 
substance to meet new challenges 
and opportunities. а 

“In the management education 
scene, barring a couple of IIMs, no 
Management institute is anywhere 


Close to the standard that connote 


world class. Our agenda at SPJIMR 
is to become world class in the next 
few years. ` 

"We are preparing plans for 
Presentation to the governing 
Council to invest about Rs. 10 crores 
Over the next 4 years that will be 


BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 





generated from within to augment 
the infrastructure and implement 
new initiatives. 

"But that will not be enough to 
convert SPJIMR into а world class 
institution. What will be crucial is 
significant qualitative strengthening 
and management depth in running 
the Institute. World class, as one 
paradigm goes mean internal 
competencies of organizations and 
institutions. In the Indian context that 
means meeting the needs of the 
Indian society as best as any 
institute in the world can. 

"In the context of SPJIMR's 
strategy, that dream if you will, can 
best be illustrated by reference to 
three apparent contradictions which 
need creative responses. : 

1. Can we as an educationa 
Institute provide inputs to develop 
familiarity with-the most advanced 

+ technological breakthroughs on the 
one side and be at equal ease in 
imparting values, culture and 
eastern ethos — the building blocks 
for people leadership? 

2. Can we impart skills that will be 
motivation for faster rate of material 
growth and advancement of both 
organizations and individuals and 
yet’ simultaneously assist 


development of managerial mind set - 


that exhibit through behaviour, 
Sensitivity to distributive justice and 
Social equity? 
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3. Can we promote healthy 
competitive mode of behaviour to 
achieve individual excellence but 
along with collaborative mode for 
promoting 'group' culture? 

We have begun specific 


programs and have laid down some. . 


parts of an operational agenda of 
administration to address to these 
apparent contradictions. The initial 
results `аге encouraging. The 
concept of our becoming world class 
will be directly related to oursuccess 
in these endeavours". 

Shri S. Ramakrishnan, Bhavan's 
Executive Secretary and Director 
General, who read out Shri 


Pravinchandra Gandhij's speech. 


(who could not be present on the 


occasion) said that the Institute һаа ` 


come a long way and was rated as 
one ofthe best institutions of its kind. 
Shüyans: Prasadi had ће 
satisfaction of seeing it reach a 
position of this eminence during his 
life-time. "I am happy that the 
Bhavan is paying its humble tribute 
to this doyen of the industrial giants 


of our country by installing his bust in 


the institute. The students who pass 
through the portals of the Institute 
will draw steady inspiration from this 
great man of few words but great 
action". 

The function ended with the 
singing of the National Anthem. 

Smt. Mythili Venkateswaran 
compered the programme. 

наи 
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-somebody to guide us. This may be 


, Kanhafigad. 
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IN SEARCH OF PEACE | 


N.G.V. Subramaniam alias Guru Ayyappan 






Shri Subramanian is a regular visitor to Anandashram. As Guru 
Ayyappan, he has been going to the Holy Hills of Sabari for the last 30 years. 


everything in life, but lack what 
may be called ‘Peace of Mind’. 
The truth is that peace, self- 
realisation or athmagnana is within 
us. To realise this we require 


| п this modern world people get 


through a Guru, an institution or 
Sathsang (company of the good). 
One such institution that can 
help us is Anandashram In 
Kanhangad, Kasaragod Dist. 
Kerala. The Ashram is situated at 5 
km. from Kanhangad which is on the 
Shoranur - Mangalore Railway Line. 
Direct buses ply from Bangalore to 





and surely we could realise God by 
absolute surrender to His will by 
constantly remembering Him 
through chanting His name. 
Accepting any situation їп good 
cheer, they saw the common 
denominator-God-in all events and 
in every one. 

‘Ananda’ means bliss and, 
'Ashram' means a place of retreat. 
The programme in ihe Ashram 
mainly. consists of Bhajans and 


Anandashram was founded in 
1931 by Swami Ramdas (1884 - 
1963) and Mother Krishnabai (1903 
- 1989) endearingly called by their 
devotees as "Beloved Papa" and 
"Pujya Mataji" respectively. They 
attained the highest in life — self” 
Realisation — by chanting the holy 
and all powerful Divine name Ram 
Nam. Their's was a path of love and 
devotion. They showed how quickly 
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Chanting of Ram Nam. During the 
day, ‘Ram Nam’ is chanted by all 


devotees to-gether (chorus) 3 times _ 


i.e. 6.45 to 7.30 a.m. 11.30 a.m. to 
12.15p.m. and8.30t0 9.15 p.m. One 
chapter of the Bhagavad Gita is read 
daily followed.by Hanuman Chalisa 
and Ashtakam. Bhajans in various 
languages are held intermittently. 
Aarati is offered in the afternoon at 
12.15 p.m. and at night 9.15 p.m. In 
the afternoon, between 3.30 and 
4:30 p.m., sathsang is held with 
Swami Sachidananda presiding. 


The whole complex of the- 


Ashram is surcharged with Ram 


Nam and its vibrations are felt as _ 


Soon as we enter the Ashram. The 
Ashram itself is situated in natural 

' surroundings of mountains and lofty 
trees, and the environment is 
conducive to prayers. and 
meditation. The Ashram is kept neat 
and clean. The result is that one is 
reluctant to leave the Ashram after 
he has stayed for a few days. In fact 
many devotees call it "A Heaven On 
Earth" Я 


After the Mahasamadhi of 


Beloved Papaji and Pujya Mataji. Sri 


Swami Sachidananda, who served 
Papaji and Mataji for four decades, 
has been the guiding spirit of the 
Ashram, Pujya Swamiji reverently. 
follows in the footsteps of these 
great souls in loving and serving all, 
based upon universal vision. 
Swamiji is also advising devotees (1) 
to keep chanting Ram Nam as much 
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Pujya Mataji Krishnabai 





as possible so as to ensure constant 
temembrance of him, (2) to see God 
in every thing and everyone, (3) to 
love andserve all looking upon them 
as the very forms of God and (4) to 
submit to his supreme will in all 
matters. З 

The Swamiji is the very 
embodiment of simplicity апа 
humility. He is soft-spoken and is 
easily approachable by everybody. 
People approach him with their 
problems and after patient hearing, 
he offers soothing solutions. He is 
kind, patient and compassionate. 
When devotees.seek his blessings, 
he always says, "The blessings of 
Papaji and Matajiare with you in your 
endeavour of self-realisation and 
Practice of universal love". . 
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Universal love is practised atthe necessary that { 
Ashram in "letter and spirit' The blessed Хак INE 
volunteers at the Ashram are very . ‘Guru’ signifies that he is one Wm 
service-minded and they help the сап dispel darkness and bring light 
devotees in all respects. into our hearts. The divine touch of- 
Efficacy Of Ram Nam Guru alone can remove our 
Bam Nam is chanted as "Om Sri ignorance and lead us in the path of 
Ram, Jai Ram, Jai Jai Ram. Om — truth “and ultimately enable us to 
Divine Power, Ram for God who is gr tsouls who have realised Godis 
both Truth and Power, both persona therefore essential for our salvation. 
and impersonal, ‘Jai Ram’, Victory Papaji & Mataji in invisible form 
to God, ‘Jai Jai Ram’ Victory, victory and Swamijiin visible form represent 
to God. "God who is at once Truth the guiding force to the devotees of 
and Power, Impersonal and. Anandashram in the realisation of 
Personal. Victory to Thee, victory, Truth. Papaji had told the followers 
victory to Thee". of different religions that all the great 
By chanting the all powerfulRam teachers of the world are from one 
Mantra, we can purify our mind God, the first cause of all existence. 
gradually and develop all the divine He also pointed out how inthe Gita, 
qualities which аге absolutely the Bible, the Koran and the Zend 
necessary for our spiritual progress Avesta, we find the same note of 
and final attainment. Japa prepares universal love and service 
one for the highest yoga. insistently ringing and how all the 
Papaji had initiated a number of  scripturesstressedon self surrender 
devotees into the holy Ram Mantra. as the supreme way to liberation. 
In fact, Mataji was anxious that all Papaji realised his oneness with 
those who came to the Ashram bsolute Reality and the universal 
should realise the Truth ARS. manifestation After reaching the 
earliest. With this object in view, the реак of God - realisation, he 
present Swamiji urges ardent established Anandashram. During 
devotees to constantly chant the — its remarkable history of 67 years, it 
mantra, meditate, апа practise has attracted thousands from all 
universal love. parts of India and abroad and 
Gurus Grace : rendered distinguished service in 
If we want to attain supreme spreading the Gospel of the Divine 
knowledge of the self, be free from name and universal love. 
the cycle of births and deaths and 


п for Impersonal Truth, Sri realise the samé. The contact of 


union with God, it is absolutely пиш 
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Character is the Charm in the Stature 
Knowledge is the Charm in Character 
And Forgiveness, the Glory of Knowledge. 
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hat is education? Can it be 


bought off a bookshelf? 
Can it be obtained by 


= 


marking attendance at some 
institution named ‘school’ and 
‘passing exams? Not really. 


Education is not stuffing the human 
brain with information. It is not 
feeding the mind with instructions to 
work like a machine. 

Education is the sum total of 
experiences which endows an 
individual with strength of character, 
to face life. Assimilation of moral 
values and life-building are the 
pillars of ^ education. Swami 
Vivekananda refers to this 
development of a total person as 
"Man-Making Education". He 
pointed: out that, "If you have 
assimilated five ideas and made 
them your life and character, you 
have more education than any man . 
who has gotbyhearta whole library". 

These words are more relevant 
in this modern era than ever before. ` 
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First Prize entry I 


Man-Making Education :. 
What should be its 


content and scope? · 


Prakash Krishnan 


шш БШ ШИ ШИ ШШ [ШШ ЫЙ ШШ ИШ ШП A 
Knowledge explosion and the urge 


to succeed in the ‘rat race’, make us 
avaricious in the pursuit of 
information have hardly time to 
analyse anddigest whatwe mentally 
devour. Students are more like 
products, moving down a 12-year 
assembly line, with knowledge 
bolted on by others, as the belt 
moves along. ~* 
Elitist System 

The educational scenario is 
distressing. It is an elitist system, 
geared to produce engineers and 
doctors while remaining oblivious to 
the nation’s larger needs. Nations 
are disillusioned ру the kind of 
citizens theirschools now churn out. 
Education has substituted memory 
for intellect. 

"It is in fact nothing short of a 
miracle that the modern methods of 
education have not yet entirely 
strangled the holy curiosity of 
inquiry; for this delicate little plant, 
aside from stimulation, stands 
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mainly in.need of freedom; without 
this it goes to wrack and ruin without 
fail. Itis a very grave mistake to think 
that the enjoyment of seeing and 
searching can be promoted by 
means of coercion and a sense of 
duty", observed Albert Einstein. 
Unimaginative’ and outdated, 
‘one size fits all’ syllabi donot relate 
to real life situations. Most schools 
prohibit spontaneity and regiment 
learning. "Stay in line", "Be quiet", 
"Sit down", "Tolerate boredom", are 
the instructions needed to tackle 
large numbers of students. 
Ironically, they create тоге 
problems of motivation and 
discipline. Students are punished 
and humiliated when they make 
mistakes, whereas in reality, people 
learn onlythrough errors. Thereis an 
increase in violent behaviour. Lack 
of self-esteem leads to unethical 
practices in exams. _ 
. Other Educational Systems 
‚ In ancient Indian times, "school" 
was one teacher, and not. for 
everyone. The boys left their home 
tolive with a married guru/teacher at 
his abode. While tending his. paddy 
fields, flocks or cattle, they learned. 
Schooling included, first, and 
foremost, -refining the mind, body 
and emotions and developing 
character - awakening virtues and 
abilities such as- concentration, 
willpower, relationships, 
compassion, integrity and the spirit 
of selflessness, the idea that serving 
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humanity was the noblest fulfillment 
and expression of learning. All life 
was religious - all matter connected 
by an invisible, sacred force - thus all 
learning was interrelated. 

The -brahmachari, or' student 


gets one quarter of his or her : 
- knowledge from the acharya, or ihe 
teacher and another quarter from ' 


Using one’s own intelligence, a third 
quarter is acquired from interaction 
with- other brahmacharis, and the 
fourth quarter is acquired in time 
through one’s own life and work. 
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Маһаїта Gandhi's idea of ‘basic 
education’ was book learning 
combined with manual work - 
subjects correlated with a basic craft 
whicha student may undertake to do 
after leaving school. 

Today Auroville is a growing 
community of about 1,100 people 
from more than 30 countries. As a 
"place of an unending education and 
constant progress", Auroville has 
grown over the past twenty-seven 
years into. a community with 
multifarious activities, such as 
environmental regeneration, 
organic farming, alternative energy, 
village development, theatre, music, 
and art. Auroville's development is 
inextricably intertwined with that of 


more than twenty villages that аге. 


situated in the same area, which 
were once classified as backward. 

According to The Mother (Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram, Pondicherry), 
the education, of a human being 
should begin at birth and continue 
throughout his life. ‘It is never too 
soon to begin education nor too late 
to continue it. Education to be 
complete must have five principal 
aspects corresponding to the five 
principal activities of the human 
being : the physical, the vital, the 
mental, the psychic and the spiritual. 
These phases of education usually 
follow chronologically, completing 
one another until the end of one’s 
life. 
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Physical education has three 
principal aspects : 

(1) Control and discipline of body 
functions 

(2) an integral, methodical and 


. harmonious development of all the 


parts and movements of the body 
and 
(3) correction of any defects and 
deformities. j 
The principal phases of a true 
mental education are the 
development of the power of 
concentration, organisation of one's 
ideas around a central idea, thought 
control, rejection of undesirable 
thoughts and development of mental 
silence and perfect calm. In the 
words of the Mother, concentration 
and will can be developed as wellas 
muscles; they grow by regular 
training and exercise. 
In the words of Swami 
Vivekananda, education is the 
manifestation of the perfection . 
already in man. The training by 
which the expression of will is 
“brought under control and becomes 
fruitful is called education. That 
education which does not help the 
common mass of people to equip 
themselves for the struggle for life, 
which does not bring out strength of 
character, is not worth the name. 
Real educationis thatwhich enables 
one to stand on his legs. 
In the areas of science or any 
. field for that matter, nowadays, itis 
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not the brilliance of an individual that 
counts so much as his ability to work 
in a team. Universities Should 
encourage team work. Research 
and teaching should be combined in 
proper proportion and imparted to 
the students. A proper academic 
atmosphere should be provided for 
Serious and sustained work. 


Our progress depends entirely 
on the quality of human beings that 
We produce and train. We want 
progress, development and 
realisation. We must, therefore, 
emphasise not only the learning of 


Science subjects, but also 
concentrate оп developing a 
Scientific temper and attitude 


combined with a humanistic temper. 
The sages achieved their purposes 
through rational questioning, 
enquiry and deep meditation. We 
can appreciate our culture, 
Spirituality and philosophy only 
when we develop a critical, truth - 
seeking, scientific mind. 


Ina pluralistic society like ours, it 
is difficult to refer to a particular 
religion, while inculcating spiritual 
values. The development of the 


Scientific outlook should be applied ` 


to all spheres of our life. Yesterday's 
realisation should be a Spring board 
for tomorrow's achievement. The 
true scientist is the sage unattached 
to life and the fruits of action, ever 
seeking the truth. 
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Content . 

The present Indian education is 
basically a continuation of what the 
British introduced in India in the last 
century. Though it has expanded 
quantitatively, the quality has 
plummeted. Now, the educational 
system has neither the Virtues of the 
ancient Indian System nor of the 
modern British System, but probably 
the weaknesses of both. 

Values 

Values such as love, peace and 
compassion do not emerge on their 
own from external physical nature. 
Values have to be stirred from the 
depths of the human spirit where 
they are hidden. This is a beautiful 
concept of human development and 
has to be carefully nurtured in 
children. Physical and intellectual 
growth alone is not sufficient. They 
have to be complemented by 
Spiritual growth which is stimulated 
by meditation and by work done in a 
Spirit of service, 

In a healthy Society, education 
Should first provide children with 
experiences needed to discover 
everything about themselves, how 
they feel, how they think and how 
others perceive them. Next it is not 
possible to make them discover life 
by constraining them in classrooms, 
Showing pictures about life and 
attaching words to these pictures. 
For example, the statements ‘the 
Stove is hot’ and ‘the bicycle is not’ 
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сап both be memorised, but only on 
experience, they can discern one 
statement is right and the other 
wrong. 25 

Students must leave theirlecture 
halls and investigate the realities in 
villages, towns, fields and factories. 
Visits should be made to disaster - 


stricken and impoverished areas 


and students should help with 
problems of homelessness, hunger, 
old age and disease. Many college 
students, moved by these 
experiences, return to these regions 
where they felt help was needed. 
High - school courses should 
have a specific use and purpose in 
one's life. Accounting апа 
economics can be understood better 
though real life experiences such as 
balancing a cheque book, filing tax 
returns, applying for mortgages 
though banks, etc. Installation and 
repair of domestic electrical system 
can be practically done in our 
homes. Apprenticeships can be 
obtained under carpenters, 
mechanics, electricians, welders, 
plumbers and the like. Other areas 
such as photography, woodwork, 


painting, sculpting їп clay, 
gardening, computers, cooking, 
banking, farming, health, . 


environment, boat-building, building 
model airplanes, etc. can also be 
introdüced to the student as part of 
his curriculum. The ideal 
educational system should allow 
the flexibility of developing the 
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curriculum 
interest. 

Also, experience should be 
given on how to solve everyday 
problems with ease and finesse. The 
students should be involved in 
conflict mediation. Such 
experienceswouldprove very useful 
inthe dayto day lives ofthe students. 
Such situations give them the 
opportunity to solve problems the 
'adult way'. When they are treated 
and respected as adults, then the 
transformation into an adult poses 
no problem. Also, they gain a better 
insight into human relationship. It 
must be bome in mind that 
impressions formed in the early 
years strike deep down into one's 
nature. Therefore, the formative 
years of a child are very important in 
deciding what kind of a person he will 
grow up to be. 

A very serious threat is posed by 
{һе valueless media which has 
struck deep roots in our society. 
Nearly every house has a T.V. This 
dilemma counters all measures that ` 
have been suggested so far. So, 
before we rewrite textbooks and 
change syllabi and curricula, we 
need to address this T.V. movie 
problem; else all our efforts will be in 
vain. The corrupting influence of the 
visual mediais evident andhas tobe 
nipped in the bud if any spiritual 
development is to take place. In the 
words of the Mother, all that we see 
on T.V. or read in the newspapers 


in one's area of 
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are essentially not the truth. We 
should keep ourselves abreast of 
what is supposedly going on in other 
parts of the world, but we should train 
ourselves not to be affected'by such 
news. 

Tocreate an educational climate 
in which every individual discovers 
within himself, principles of self - 
worth, courage of one's convictions, 
self - motivation, respect for others, 
moral judgement, critical thinking, 
which empowers each student to 
function effectively in society as a 
competent, productive, cating and 
responsible citizen. Schools cannot 
be ethical bystanders. Moral 
deficiencies of people are reflected 
in their behaviours. Attainable goals 
should be set and one should go up 
the ladder, one rung at a time. He is 
truly educated who can sacrifice his 
Selfish, personal interests for the 
sake of the country and the people, 
and thus promote peace and 
harmony among fellowmen. 

A great deal of improvement in 


our education rests on the teachers. ^ 


Teachers should teach with 
dedication towards the development 
of the pupils, and should be able to 
identify the latent talents in them. To 
bring. out such talents and 
encourage their growth, isthe urgent 
need of the hour. As an English poet 
said, "Vainis your science, vain your 
art, yourtriumphs and glories, vain to 


feed the hunger of the heart andthe ' 


famine of the brain". 
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Education will, therefore, be 
complete only when it inculcates 
moral values in the pupil and 
ennobles his mind and heart. In 
Short, we should Spiritualize 
education. The only service to be 
done for our lower classes is to give 
them education, to develop their lost 
individuality. They are to be given 
ideas; their eyes are to be openedto 
what is going on in the world around 
them, and then they will work out 
their own salvation. Every nation, 
every man, every woman, must work 
out one's own salvation. Give them 
idea - that is the only ‘help they 
require, and then the rest must follow 
as the effect. Ours is to put the 
chemicals together, the 
crystallization comes as the law of 
nature. Our duty is to put ideas in 
their heads, they will do the rest. 
More wonderful than Earth and 
Heaven is the mind and spirit of man 
which grows mightier and seeks 
fresh worlds to conquer. Educational 
centres should be CHARACTER 
building, not just career building 
institutions: : 

In the present age of nuclear 
arms and cloning and environmental 
degradation, NURTURE is essential 
to curb man's nature of abusing 
power. A good curriculum is one that 
educates the heart and mind; it 
kindles compassion for Nature and 
mankind. 
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Joys And Sorrows 
(Job Stress Management) 
Prof. B.M. Hegde 


"| have striven all my life, 

not to weep at human actions, 

Not to laugh at them, 

not to hate them, But to understand them". 


very job in this world comes 
E with ‘its in-built joys, and 


associated sorrows. It is only 


that person who could look at both - 


these imposters alike that enjoys all 
the seasons of life; the cold of winter, 
the heat of summer, and the warmth 
of the spring. Those who have not 
learnt the art of living with joys and 
Sorrows, always complain and suffer 
from distress. 

For the conventional 
physiologist, like the Late Canadian 
Professor, Hans Selye, Stress 
meant a series of stereotyped 
responses of the animal endocrine 


System to the various stressors in; 


life, He had done a lot of work in this 
field. The common man's meaning of 
stress is marginally different. Caplan 
defines stress from the psychiatrist's 
Point of view; “It is to denote the 
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Spanish Philosopher, SPINOZA. 


collective gamut of anxieties and 
pressures of the job, the impetus 
to seek promotion and success, 
the desire to avoid failure at any 
cost, the increasing demands of 
the post, and more, have all been 
bundled into the word ‘stress’, in 
general". Another excellent view 
point is that given by Lazarus and 


Folkman who defined stress "as a 


particular relationship between 
the person and the environment 
thatis appraised by the person as 
taxing or exceeding his or her 
resources and endangering his or 

her well being". 
Stress, no longer means the 
word that it is, but has а 


simple wor 

pathological connotation. . Hans 
Selye makes this distinction when 
he talks about ‘stress’ and ‘distress’. 


Stress, in the normal sense of the 
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word, is an integral part of life itself. 
There is no life without stress. If one 
could avoid all stresses in life, he 
would wither away and die. Stress is 
the normal stimulus for growth. That 
said, | must mention that it is the 
abnormal reaction to stress that 
makes man suffer in the end. The 
title of this paper might amuse some 
of you, but the fact is that joys and 
Sorrows could both be equally 
stressful. Marriage and divorce are 
shown to be equally stressful, in 
elegant scientific studies. That is 
why 1 called them imposters both, 
following in the footsteps of Rudyard 
Kipling, when he, in his poem /fsaid: 
If you can meet with triumph and 
disaster, 

And treat those two imposters just 
the same; 

He goes on to give tips for stress 
management in life in the following 
lines, in addition : 

If you can keep your head when all 
about you 2 
Are losing theirs and blame it on 
you, 

If you can trust yourself when all 
men doubt you, > 

If you can wait and not be tired of 
waiting, > . 

Or being lied about, and don't deal 
in lies, 

Or being hated, and don't give Way 
to hating, e 

If you can talk with crowds and 
keep your virtue, 
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"Svadharma is to 


Em 


Or walk with Kings-nor lose the 
common touch, 

Yours is the Earth and everything 
that's in it, 

And-which is more-you'll be a Man, 
my son! 

This poem, which netted the 
highest votes in a recent poll to 
decide the best English poem, tells 
us all about the joys and sorrows of 
any job, nay any life situation. 

, Theconceptof Svadharmainthe 
Bhagavad Gita, in the present 
context, talks about the situation of 
job stress and its management. 
Strictly speaking svadharmais work 
according to one's nature (wrongly 
interpreted by some in ihe past as 
the work related to one’s birth in the 
Varna system of society). In today's 
Society this may be impossible to 
achieve. The real meaning of 
work with 
dedication. If it is found that the work 
allotted is not to one's liking, one 
could try and change it into a new 
one, called paradharma. Ultimately, 
if one agrees to do a particular job, 
he has to do it with the feeling that he 
is not doing it just for the 
remuneration, but doing it as an 
offering to God with detachment. 
The latter gives satisfaction and also 
peace of mind needed to avoid day- 
to-day stresses. 

Indian. scriptures give a lot of 
information on stress management 
in. particular, and administration, іп 
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general. Awareness of these could 


` make us grow vertically, while the 


western techniques in management 
letus grow only horizontally. Many of 
the best management institutes in 
India, and a few in-the West, have 
taken note of these far reaching 


. methods, which not only try to give 


the student an idea of how to 
manage with the head, but to give an 
inkling into management from the 
heart. It is only those who have the 
ability to combine a strong head with 
a large heart that could be ideal 
administrators. This could look 
preposterous for the novice, but is a 
sublime philosophy of life according 
to Jesus Christ who said :" Be ye, 
therefore, wise like a serpent, but 
harmless like a dove. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was of the opinion that when 
militancy could be combined with 
humility, the world could be a better 
place to live in. How sublime are 
these thoughts, culled from various 
sources, at different times in history 
of mankind? Man does not change! 
Shakespeare was of the opinion 
that: "Man in a cottage or castle; 
palace or pad, is governed by the 
same emotions and passions". 
Introspection is опе such 
method advocated by the Indian 
wisdom of yore, where each sorrow 
could be analyzed to make the 
administrator better suited to deal 
with similar human problem, the next 
time. This is called anubhooti, in 
contrast to, anubhava 
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(experience). The psychological 
change that the administrator 
undergoes, in the bargain, is the 
essential element in his or her real 
growth, the latteris vertical, as noted 
above. 5 
Psychological Background of 
Sorrow 

Just as there are no problems 
without human beings involved, 
there can never be any sorrow 
(problem) without a psychological 
background to it. If there is no 
problem in administration there is no 
joy in the job. There is a beautiful 
motto in a London primary school, 
which goes thus : “Happiness is 
living dangerously". | did not 
believe in this until | took up an 
administrative post in our 
organization. | have now come to 
believe that every problem (sorrow) 
is an opportunity with thorns on it. If 
you learn to remove the thorns 
carefully, you can always cashin on 
the. opportunity underneath. That 
needs a deep study of human 
psyche, because man is what he 
thinks he is. 

When one goes to the root ofthe 
word psyche one understands this 
concept better. The word psyche 
has Greek roots. The allegoric 
representation goes backto the soul 
(psyche, in Greek) being immortal. 
Psyche (pronounced psychee-all 
Greek words that end with an e are 
pronounced with ee) was supposed 
to be the name of the most beautiful 
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woman on earth, at the time. She 
earned the wrath and envy of 
- Aphrodite, not only because she was 
very beautiful, but also because she 
was the beloved of Aphrodite's most 
handsome- son, Eros. Aphrodite, 
who put three most difficult 
obstacles on her way, made life 
impossible for her. Finally, she had 
lo be-rescued by other Gods, to be 
eventually -reunited with her 
beloved, Eros. (Denoting the 
immortality of the soul). 

All this looks fine! But our ancient 
wisdom has it that we do our duty 
more to satisfy our inner God. One 
could cheat anyone on this earth, but 
his own conscience, the indwelling 
God. As administrators, our greatest 
boss should be our own conscience, 
Nothing is permanent here on earth, 
except the good that we do to others. 
When an administrator understands 
this, his sorrows get converted into 
his joys. This, | found, was the best 
stress management technique. 
What good could one do while on this 
earth, better than trying to help 
another human being in distress? 
Most of our sorrows in office are 
egocentric. If one could win over 
his ego, life becomes a perpetual 
joy. This inner.God of ours, our 
conscience, should be our guide 
in all our actions, who is 
omnipresent, but being subtle 
cannot be perceived easily. We 
can never escape his - keen 
observations. All 
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Sorrows . 


E 


administrators are heir to, like 
едо, corruption, pride, anger; 
jealousy, arrogance disappear 
once one understands this 
Philosophy. 

Many institutes have regular 
Yoga _ sessions for {һе 
departmental апа institutional 
heads to make them tranquil. Yoga 
should not be misunderstood to be 
Synonymous with aasanaas. "Chitta 
vritti nirodhah уодаһа". Yoga is 
controlling the mind and. making man 
more tranquil in his dealings with 
others. Our real boss is there 
everywhere around us : 

"Bahir Anthascha Bhootanaam 
Achram Charaam eva ch, 

Sookshmaavath tad avijneyam 
doorastham cha antikecha tat" 

[That which is both inside-and 
outside everything, it is moving, yet 


- Stationary. As it is very subtle it can 


not be perceived by senses; it looks 
far, yet is very near] 

Bhagavad Gita. 

The word stress now has a 
medical connotation, іп addition. 
This refers to the ‘burn-out’, a term 
coined by Freudenberger in 1974, to 
describe "the ^ demoralization, 
disillusionment, and exhaustion that 
results from work in those stressed 
by wrong attitudes to work. Now 
that word has been elevated to a 
diagnostic label in the WHO's code : 
ICD 10-273, ` 

Many of us come to grief 
because we set unattainably high 
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standards for ourselves, or 
sometimes the authorities set such 
targets.. Joy comes when one 
realizes that-in life we should try to 
do our best; itneed not bethe best 
always. 

“Perfection shall be thy aim", 
said Jesus. 

We should aim at perfection, but 

should also remember that we are, 
after all, human and are, bound to 
have our limitations. We are sure to 
fail atsomething sometime, how-so- 
ever great we think we are. If one 
does not understand this tenet, the 
morbid fear of failure would haunt us 
every time we attempt anything; the 
former could be the greatest stress 
in life. It could even kill! In a beautiful 
book How Good Should We Be? 
Rabbi Harold J. Kushner, describes 
this very convincingly. Even when 
we apparently fail there is still hope. 
Man lives on hope. MacLeish tells 
this in the Job's story in the Bible : 
"When the stars are out in the 
sky, 

When the candles go out in the 
Church, 

Burn the coal in your heart, 
We'll see you bye and bye!" 

One more aspect of 
adminisiration that has a lot to do 
with our sorrows, which has failed to 
receive serious attention 50 far, is 
the psychological health of the 
administrator. The stress ап 
distress of the administration could, 
Sometimes, tell upon our mental 
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health, as well. Unfortunately, in its 
infancy this is so subtle, that it is 
difficult for others to observe. The 
sufferer usually does not disclose 
this for fear of loss of status, income, 
societal respect, and also the loss of 
the job. Many of them suffer in 
silence and even the near and dear 
ones do not getto know this. Such an 
administrator is a menace to the 


institutional growth and the welfare . 


of his subordinates, let alone the 
hardship faced by his family 
members! | strongly feel that any 
large organization should have a 
small department manned by right 
people to advice the staff on matters, 
which could be kept secret, to help 
the 'ill'administrator to help himself. 
This should work“ anonymously, 
through the telephone network. 
Even the therapist need not' know 
the identity of the ‘ill’ person. | am 
sure we will be able to help a lot of 
administrators to prevent total 
breakdown, with attendant loss of 
income forever! Here the dictum 
"prevention is betterthan cure" holds 
good. Many cases of suicide, 
alcoholism, and substance abuse 
have their roots here. It is also very 
good for the sound health of the 
organization, in the long run, not to 
mention "the enormous good that 
should accrue to {һе near and dear 
ones of the person in distress. 
Alternatively, anonymous 
questionnaire, as designed by 
Kellner R.A., should. be ideal to 
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detect the early signs of something 
amiss in the mind of the 
administrator. (A problem list - 
Annals of Clinical Psychiatry 1991; 
3: 125-36). The department of staff 
mental hygiene could, then, try to 
unravel the mystery, by asking the 
person to telephonically contact 
them for succor. This message 
should be included in the initial 
questionnaire itself. 
History is replete with examples 
of administrators running amuck 
_with this: kind of background. 
Winston Churchill used to drink one 
to two bottles of Whisky on some 
stressful war days (this, however, 
nas been disputed by his progeny), 
and had to be carried horizontally 
from the war office. Some of the air- 
raids on German civilian targets 
have been seriously questioned 
now, in retrospect. The plane 
carrying Boris Yeltsin, which was 
hovering over the Dublin airport for 
over an hour, had to eventually go 
back to Moscow, as the President 
was dead drunk and was not in a 
state to get off the plane, for a red 
carpet reception by the Irish 
President, who was waiting down 
below. This was the greatest 
diplomatic bungling for the Soviets 
that time. President Reagan used to 
act quaintly at times, while in office. 
His Jacob-Crutzfeild disease was 
incubating for a long time, while he 
was still in office. Опе would 
shudder at the thought that the 
keys to the deadly nuclear arsenal 
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were at the hands of such a Sick 
administrator! · God Saved 
mankind! One could go on and on, 
but | hope I have made my point. 
If one wants progress anywhere, 
even in one's organization, one has 
to certainly look beyond one's nose. 
И was Einstein who said "that no 
great discovery was ever made in 
science except by one who lifted his 
nose above the grindstone of details 
and ventured on to a more 
comprehensive vision". 
Sarve Janaa Sukhino Bhavantu! 
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RANGANATH 


RAMACHANDRA DIWAKAR 
(1894-1990) 


Teacher, journalist, author, 
satyagrahi, constitution - maker, 
minister, Governor - Dr.R.R. 
Diwakar was all these and more. 
He was a patriot who pursued 
the Gandhian way of life till his 
last breath. He gave 
encouragement and support to 
Dr. D.G.Tendulkar in the writing 
of the 8-volume 'Mahatma' and to 
Sir Richard Attenborough in the 
making of the popular film on 
Gandhiji. He was the guiding spirit 
of the Gandhi Peace Foundation 
and the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi. He was one of the General 
Editors of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's Book University 
publications. 

As à journalist, particularly as the editor of 'Samyukta 
Катаїака!, Hubli, Diwarkarji inspired the youth of the province 
to the ideals of 'service and sacrifice’ and ‘aroused the 
political fervour of the people’. As the author of numerous 
books including those on Gandhiji, the Buddha, Sri Aurobindo 
and Sri Ramakrishna, Diwakarji helped people imbibe the life 
and teachings of the great men of India. . a К 

Born on Sept.30, 1894, їп а suburb of Hubli, Diwakarji 
took his post-Graduate degree in English language and 
literature and started his career aS a teacher. He also 
qualified himself for the Bar. His early hero in political life was 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak. Between 1921 to 1945, Diwarkarji was 
imprisoned for 7 years and 10 months. In 1962, he went 
ij and B.Shiva Rao on an anti-nuclear mission 


along with Raja Я m 
to is U.S. His last book was ‘My- Encounter With Gandhi’. 


He passed away on Jan 15, 1990 at 96. 








SPONSORED BY 
Tata Tea Ltd. 






















































































































© Amrita Bharati, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, 1998 


















Voice 


of SHESHAGIRI RAMCHANDRA 
Freedom PRABHU 
(1908-1989) 





Hailing from a middle d 

class Gowd Saraswat Brahmin T | 
family, Shri Sheshagiri e. e 
Ramchandra Prabhu, born on IA XN 
Nov.14,1908 in Bhatkal, Uttara ==“ y 
Kannada District of Karnataka Cx: 
State, was educated in Bhatkal. 
He lost his father when he was 
11; the responsibility of looking 
after his mother and sister fell 
on his shoulders. He joinéd a 
grocery shop in Bhatkal. 


He was patriotic to the core. Despite his family 
responsibilities, he plunged into the freedom movement. 
Being a devoted follower of both Mahatma Gandhi and 
Subhash Chandra Bose, he took active part in the 
freedom movements and was imprisoned for about two 
years in Karwar District jail. All his work in his life was 
inspired by the teachings of Gandhiji. 


Y 
F 


==; 
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He was a staunch crusader for the protection of 
the cow. He carried on a vigorous campaign for non- 
violence and prohibition. He had great love for children. 
He established a 'Vyaayaama Shaala' in which he used 
to teach children and youth various exercises to keep 
their body and mind in good health. He also taught 
Yogasanas. He lived a simple life and passed away on 
January 15, 1989 at Bhatkal. 
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the Statue of the Mahatma 


25. The Monkeys of the Mahatma 


K.G. Mallya . 





sent his men to the town to 

convey to her people that she 
was alive. But they came back empty 
handed bringing with them the tragic 
news of large scale destruction of life 
and property. They also stated that 
on a war-footing rehabilitation and 
reconstruction work was going on, 
and in the rehabilitation camps the 
survivors were required to register 
their. names and claim back their 
properties. Her husband had 
already donated everything for the 
cause of the nation and so she had 
nothing to claim. Then, she had also 
lost all the members of the family. 
When she had brought this to the 
Notice of the kind ‘sadhu’ he was 
deeply moved and told her that fate 
should not have been so cruel to her. 
All that the aged sadhu said at that 
time was if she had no place to go to, 
the ‘ashram’ would welcome her. He 
also said that sirice herhusband was 
also running an ashram, she would 
be knowing the code of conduct of 
life in an ashram. He assured full 
Protection and also the freedom to 


T he sadhu, without loss of time, 
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carry on activities good for human 
beings. After some time, pleased 
with her conduct and character and 
also the hard work she had putin, he 
nominated her as his successor. 
When she requested him whether 
she could name this ashram as 
Gandhi Ashram, he gladly accepted 
the suggestion. 

On an auspicious day, the 
ashram became Gandhi Ashram 
and a plank carried the name and 
showed the direction. It was hung on 
a tree on the highway. 

After naming the ashram in this 
way she wrote a letter to the 
Rehabilitation Cell of ће 
Municipality informing the 
concerned authority that she had 
survived. In that letter she had also 
given her address. To her pleasant 
surprise from the first day of the 
following month, started getting a 
monthly grant of Rs. 250/-. 

"To be frank with you", she 
disclosed, "I never visited the town 
after the flash floods had thrown me 
over here. Yes! Why should |, when 
| have none to talk to or no place to 


69. 





rest for a while?" She looked very 
sad -when she concluded the 
narration. 

“Lam happy that you people have 
visited the ashram on seeing the 
sign over there", The mother said 
after a while. 

The Mayor wanted to ask a good 
number of questions but soon felt 
that he could pay visit again to gather 
more information about Mahatma 
Gandhi. For the present, he was 
happy that he could get to know 
everything about the background of 
Gandhi Maidan and also the Statue 
of the Mahatma. Now he knew the 
truth. The maidan had belonged to 
the family of this lady. If at all the. 
maidan needed a change in the 
name, legitimately, it should be 
named after this family and not that 
of the senior. 

The Mayor told the Mother : "I 
was frantically trying to get to know 
the history of Gandhi Maidan as the 
Municipality had thought оѓ 
constructing a new building on the 
maidan". Then he narrated all that 
had happened at the time of ‘bhoomi 
poojan’ and thereafter. He made a 
mention of the statue they had found 
and also the move to change the 
пате of Gandhi Maidan. 

The Mother heard everything 
paliently. After the Mayor finished 
his narration, she deeply sighed and 
then remarked, "i have nothing to 
comment; Unfortunately, all this 
goes to prove that Gandhiji has 
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become a forgotten hero. After a few 
years his name will remainonlyin the 
text books of the schools like 
Buddha and Ashoka. The elders will 
forget and the students will 
remember only for the purpose of 
answering questions їп the 
examinations. | will not become 
unhappy if the name of Gandhi 
Maidan is going to be changed into 
Pinnu Shait Maidan". She heartily 
laughed, her teeth again sparkling. 
By then an inmate came and 
announced : "Mother, the driver has 
come. He says the Mayor's car is 
ready to go". 

The guests stood up. They 
touched the Mothers feet 
respectfully. The Mayor suddenly 
remembered something. At once he 
asked, "Madam, can you tell me the 
name of Mahatma Gandhi's son or 


daughter?" 
The Mother smiled апа 
answered : "In fact my husband 


knew everything about Mahatma 
Gandhi and his family and 1 did not 
have any opportunity to know other 
than Mahatma’s message of ....:.: 

She stopped for a while; called the 
inmate to her side and whispered 
something in his ear. He nodded his 
head, ran out and came back with a 
wooden catving depicting three 
small monkeys sitting, the first one 
covering its mouth, the second one 
ears and the third one eyes with both 
the palms: Gifting away the carving 
to the Mayor, she said, “This is a 
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humble gift from Gandhi Ashram. 
Please take!" Then she added, "We 
make these wooden carving here. In 
fact this is a replica of Mahatma 
Gandhi's famous ‘Three Monkeys' 
which convey us the golden 
message, 'Speak no evil, Hear no 
evil and See no evil'. If one sincerely 
follows this message day in and day 
out, the life would definitely become 
worth living. Please carry this home 
and imbibe the spirit of Mahatma's 
message". 






` Towards the Silver Crests 

of the Himalayas 
Know Thy-Self 
Sri Krishna : The Lord of Guruvayur 
How God came into My Life 
Hindu Sastras and Samskaras 
The Life of Mahatma Gandhi 
Foundations of Indian Culture 
Hinduism Doctrine and Way of life 
Dharma : The Global Ethic 


Our Recent Reprints 


Lord Ayyappan - The Dharma Sasta 


The Mayor was happy. He 
heartily acknowledged : "Madam, 
both of us are honoured by your kind 
words and the noble gift. We are 
indeed blessed. We shall visit again 
sometime and spend more time. 
Thank you very much!" 

"You are welcome. May God 
bless you!". She raised her right 
hand as a mark of blessing. 

They bowed and took leave. 

(To be Contd.) 
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А Buddha And Welfare Economics : 
r V.S.R.K. a 
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‘The Times of India’ of Oct 26, 
1998, carried reports of interviews 
with two celebrities - the new Nobel 
Laureate Prof. Amartya Sen and 
Princess Irene of Greece. 

Prof. Amartya Sen expressed his 
‘fondness’ for Buddha because of 
the latter's ‘personality combined 
with his concern about deprivation, 
death, illness, old age, 
enlightenment and with social 
intervention through good works’. 
Elaborating his view, Prof. Sen said 
that in the three apocryphal stories 
that characterize his thought- ‘the ill 
person suffering, the old person 
reduced by age and the dead person 
being carried to cremation - Buddha 
was asking himself, what kind of life 
is that?’ 

Prof. Senis entitled to his opinion 
though, in popular understanding, 
the sight of the sick man, the oldman 
and the dead man, led Buddha to 
renounce his mundane concerns. 
Prof. Sen declared himself a 
Buddhist when his teacher at 
Shantiniketan refused to accept him 
as an atheist. The headmaster at 
Shantiniketan, perhaps, wanted his 
students to belong to one or other 
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material 


religion as, without any, they would 
be denied ‘the profound and 
purifying experience’ of religion 
which is an ‘aid to morals’. Religion 
is thus bound up with moral conduct 
and spiritual endeavour. 


Prof. Sen preferred the Buddha _ 


not because he spoke about 
Dharma and Nirvana, but because 
he was concerned with ‘deprivation’ 
and ‘social intervention through 
good works’. But, for the Buddha, the 
absolute was the law of 
righteousness, that is Dharma. Dr. 
Radhakrishnan puts Buddha's 
thought in a nutshell : "He proclaims 
that, if we exert and control our 
thoughts, purify our hearts and 
remould our desires, there will shine 
out on us the gold-like splendour of 
our virtue; the perfect goodness, the 
eternal ‘dharma’ will be established 
in the stainless shrine”. 
Founder of a Religion 

To most ordinary men who seek 
to know the Buddha, he was not a 
social scientist or engineer but the 
founder of a religion. His fourfold 
Truths and the eight-fold path to 
‘Nirvana’ were not meant to secure 
welfare but ethical 
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excellence leading to spiritual 
perfection. And the guiding principle 
of life of his faith is extinction of 
desire./The four Truths, by way of 
efreshing our memory, may be 
stated; there is sorrow (dukkha); 
there is a cause for sorrow 
(samudaya); it can be removed 
(nirodha); and there is a way of 
removing it (marga). 

The Buddha looked upon birth, 
Sickness, decay and death as 
Sorrow. The cause of sorrow is 
craving for existence (tanha or 
trishna). This. desire is due to 
ignorance and ignorance can be 
removed only by strict morality. The 
requirements of an ethical life are; 
right views, right intentions, right 
speech, right action, right 
profession, right effort, . right 
watchfulness, right concentration. 
The Buddha exhorted his followers : 

"Allthings are burning....with the 
fire of desire, with the fire of hate and 
delusion; with birth, old age, death, 
` Sorrow, lamentation, misery, grief 
and spair...All things аге 

burping...Cultivate aversion, О 
n „Меп and be free of the fire of 

desire..." (Prof.P. Lal in his 
‘Dharmapada;). 

In the light of this teaching, Dr. 
Radhakrishnan rightly says that "We 
cannot help feeling that Buddha 
overemphasises' the.dark side of 
things". Elaborating his view, he 
says: "Insistence on suffering is not 
peculiar to Buddhism, though 
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Buddha overemphasized it over 
much. In the whole history ofthought 
no one has painted the misery of 
human existence in blacker colours 
and with moré feeling than 
Buddha...To make people long for 
escape from this world, the 
blackness is a little overdrawn". 
(Indian Philosophy, Vol: One, Page 
362) Neitzsche had Buddha in view 
when he said, "they meet an invalid, 
or an old man, of a corpse, and 
immediately they say, life is refuted". 

That Prof. Sen drew his positive 
conception of human welfare and 


the concomitant need for ‘social * 


intervention’ from Buddha's 
teaching is something of a wonder. 
On the other hand, there is 
everything in Hindu Dharma that 
Suggests an optimistic vi f life - 
from Bre Paver to, the. epics 
and the puranas. "May all people be 
happy" is a common prayer which 
should have been known to Prof. 
Sen as a good student of Sanskrit.-It 
MEER namie declared = Nelther 
doT desire a kingdom nor salvation, 
l wish to remove the sadness of 
people suffering in the fire of 
sorrow", The story of the golden 
mongøose, the story of the fowler 
angfhe two pigeons, the story of Sibi 
| in Mahabharata), the story of 
Gautama in Mahapurana — all these 
illustrate the dictum that ‘there is 
nothing more meritorious inthe three 
worlds than removing the distress of 
others’. (See ‘Stories from Indian 
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Classics’ published by the Bhavan’). 
The Ramayana is unsurpassed in its 
emphasis on karuna and Rama was 
‘ever intent on the good of all’. 

As against the ‘pessimistic’ view 
of life in Buddhism (which evoked 
prof. Sen's admiration and led to his 
positive conception of welfare), 
Princess Irene affirms that Advaita 
forms the basis of a solution to all 
problems. The Princess clinches the 
issue by saying that ‘when you 
realise that human beings are one 
(due to their potential divinity) you 
feel for others suffering’. The 
realisation can соте through 
C Kdvaitanubhava: - experience of 
the divine: Advaita vedanta holds 
that lodged within ourselves are the 


‘not an alternative; 


sparks from the Flame of Brahman 
and in our ignorance, through the 
power of Maya, we fail to recognise 
the atman within. It is said that the 
'anaatmavada' of Buddhism is 
diametrically opposed to the 
‘aatmavada’ of Advaita Vedanta. 
Buddha doesn't elaborate the 
concept of ‘Nirvana’ but Advaita 
does. Brahmajnana is plenary bliss 
with a positive content: 

There is no need for anyone to 
discard the religion of his/her birth. 
For a Hindu, Buddhism is certainly 
either as or 
means of intellectual satisfaction or , 
moral perfection, not to speak of 
spiritual fulfillment. 

ee HU 


сой 


Each economic system 
develops its own system of 
thought, law, ethics and politics. 


We can't think like medieval men 
today, even though we try to. 
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the country. Not surprising at all. Considering that Diamond Cement is 
а product of West German technology. And that it 5 manufactured 

in a hi-tech plant, quality controlled bya 

9 computer and an X-ray analyser, weighed and 

# packed using an uftra-modern electronic 

device. Diamond Cement. Strength and 

durability that have been the first preference 

of masons, architects and engineers all 

over the country. A choice that has been 

Strongly justified for over 28 years now. 
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Heaff-beats of the Hindu 


Nation : By P. Parameswaran 
Vivekananda Kendra Prakashan 
Trust, Chennai (1998). Pages : i-iv, 
v-vi, 1-180 Ref. Index : 181-184, 
Price : Rs. 45/- 

The volume under review is a 
compilation of thirty select editorials 
written in Yuvabharati by P. 
Parameswaran, when he was its 
editor. He is now, the president of the 
well-known organisation, 
Vivekananda Kendra, Chennai. In 
this anthology, the author discusses, 
many burning issues of our country. 
For example, he discusses Indian 
Spirituality, the need for a national 
renaissance, globalisation апа 
India, the dangers of imitating the 
West. Our external value system, 
the partition of India, the contribution 
of Shankara and Ramanuja to our 
National life, Vedanta as the basis of 
Hindu-Muslim religious harmony 
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and women in Indian and Western 


eyes. The ideals of sacrifice 
embodied in Sri Rama, Shivaji, Tilak 
and Sri  Aurobindo; Swami 


Vivekananda's unique victory in the 
West and its aftermath; the problem 
of nation-building in India; Patriotism 
as an antidote to regionalism; the 
Gita and the Cow; Steps to cultivate 
Universalism; India and Human 
destiny, among others. 

Coming as they do from the pen 
of a first-rate nationalist and an 
erudite scholar in history, religion 
and philosophy, these writings have 
an irresistible appeal to every 
patriotic Indian, especially to the 
present-day rulers, leaders and the 
young generation. It is a treasure- 
house of erudition and wisdom as 
imposing as the Vivekananda Rock 
Memorial. 

Views expressed in this volume 
are not subjective or biased. They 
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are true and faithful to the thoughts of 
great Indian thinkers andthe learned 
author has judged every issue from 
the standpoint of enlightened 
national interest. It is a neat and 
sweet-smelling bouquet of fine 
writing, in as much as the author has 
attempted evaluation and appraisal 
in the proper perspective and has 
not just gone out to find facts to fit i 
with his thoughts. He has succeeded 
in showing how some of ‘the 
statements made оп public 
platforms, even by persons 
occupying high position, in our 
country, are unhistoric 
generalisations and stand on no 
foundation. With his vast knowledge 
of history and his love for the 
motherland the authors fine 
achievement lies in the judicious 
selection of material, logical 
handling of it and impartiality in 
evaluating it: He abhors impertinent 
comments let alone Бу prejudiced 
foreigners but even by mindless 
Indians who often display an 
Unbalanced attitude. 

To sum up, this anthology of 
editorials, which the author has 
selected from three years of 
. Journalism (1995-1998), is profound 
and illuminating. The frontispiece is 
Very symbolic of the nation's heart- 
beats. Thanks to the effort of Shri P. 
Parameswaran, we can understand 
the Hindu nation from a wider 
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perspective and we have every 
reason to be grateful to him. 
The paper, printing and get-up 
are excellent. 
-- Dr. (Prof.) T.S. 
Krishna Murthy. 


The. Scientific Approach of 
Shankara Vedanta: Ву Р.В: 
angolli. Adhyatma Prakasha 
Karyalaya Holenarasipur, Hassan 
Dist. Karnataka - 573211, Pages i- 
xii and 1-106. Price : Rs. 40. 


The language and style adopted 
to teach Brahman in the upanishads 
is apparently very confusing. One is 
apt to doubt, at the initial stages, 
whether they contain any system of 


thought uniformly propounding any: 


definite doctrine or whether they 
adopt any dialectical method leading 
the seeker to the principle they 
propose to teach. The numerous 
commentaries embodying the 
conflicting interpretations of the 
several Bhasyakaras, also confirm 
this impression. Under these 
circumstances it has become 
necessary to provide the critical 
student of Vedanta with a clincher to 
help him out of this apparent maze. 

Shankara Bhagavadpada, in his 
introduction to the masterly Sutra- 
bhashya has declared in loud and 
clear tones that all upanishads have 
one purpose of teaching the doctrine 
of the Unity of Self. Gandapada, the 
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grand-preceptor of Shankara had 
already made this crystal-clear in his 
Karikas. 

This Vedantic Self or Atman, can 
never be objectified by any means 
like speech or mind. The so-called 
empirical means like. perception, 
inference etc. are of no avail, for this 
self is beyond the time-space- 
causation complex and being the 
essence of everyone’s Being, can 
only be Intuited. To enable the 
seeker to Intuit this Transcendental 
Reality, the Vedantic texts adopt 
many methods among them are 
Karya-Karana, Panchakosha, 
Samanya-Vishesha etc; the 
examination of the three states of 
consciousness called Avasthatraya 
Viveka forms the most important 
one. 7 
The Advaita Vedanta, as 
expounded by the great acharya 
Shankara is the ‘Science par 
excellence’ of Life. The present 
volume has initiated the modern 
technique of teaching it with the help 
of diagrams, slides, symbols, 
formulae etc. The learned author 
has lalready written about a dozen 


erudite works in the service of: 


pristine pure Shankara Vedanta. In 
the background of his vast 
experience he has used this modern 
audio-visual technique adapting it 
' suitably and attractively, in this small 
but erudite treatise. Besides this, he 
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has also included a small chapter on 
the Vedantic disciplines (Pp. 96-99). 
It is brief but clear. 

Within the short space available, 
the author has admirably attempted 
to provide, for the benefit of the 
genuine student, the fundamentals 
of Vedanta and the basic Central 
methodology running in and through 
the maze of upanishadic lore and Sri 
Shankara Bhashyas. He cautions 
his .readers against forming any 
wrong impression after the title of 
this treaties that it тау contain 
certain ingenious ‘scientific’ 
discoveries which enable all to 
‘perceive’ the Absolute Reality; for 
INTUITION is the Summum of 
ENLIGHTENMENT’, no scientific 
logic or reasoning! 

We have appreciation for the 
Particularly deep study апа 
scholarship of Vedanta, in general 
and Shankara Vedanta in particular 
of the erudite author. We wish that 
this modern technique achieves a 
sriking success. We have the 
highest praise for his dynamic 
activism. Credit goes to Adhyatma 
Pakasha- Karyalaya also for their 
missionary zeal in spreading the 
esoteric truths of the Vedanta. 

- Dr. (Prof.) T.S. Krishna Murthy 

Quest for Urvasi : By K.R. 
Ramachandran; published by the 
Institute of Speech and Hearing, 
Bangaiore 560 084; pages 92. 
price not mentioned. 
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To the author, a retired IAS 
Officer, the title of the book stands 
not for the quest for the likes, of the 
celestial woman of ravishing beauty. 
Itis the quest, on the other hand, for 


The author intends donating the 
sale proceeds of this book to the 


Institute of Speech and Hearing. A 


book worth going through. 
C.M. Ramachandra. 


beauty and excellence, charm e o For Health : By Edwin 


loveliness, and dignity of charact 
among human beings. 

Beauty is revealed through good 
deeds, and selfless service in a spirit 
of sacrifice. 

The author presents a 
memorable collection of instances 
and anecdotes gathered from all 
over the world, including his own 
personal experiences, showing, 
human nature at its best. 

The collection begins with an 
unknown Sardarji helping out V.P. 
Menon, lieutenant of Sardar Patel in 
his task of integration of Indian 
States after Independence when he 
found himself stranded at the Delhi 
railway station. There is the story of 
an American journalist seeking out 
an aged Negro woman slave to 
atone for his ancestors' slave- 
driving outrage. A computer scientist 
air dashes from the U.S. to 
Bangalore to gratify the desire of his 
doting grandmother to see him 
married in her presence before she 
dies. She died a few hours after the 
Marriage. A devout Muslim lady is 
cited for uttering a blatant lie in the 
name of Allah to save a fleeing Hindu 
from the frenzy of Muslim bigots.at 
the time of partition of India. 
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< Bowers MD. Healing Books, 
Gurgaon - 122 001. Rs. 80. 

This is an excellent, concise, yet 
comprehensive, coverage of this 
vital bit of knowledge on one of the 
daily habits of mankind in many parts 
of the world, bathing. Many people 
do not know the health benefits of 
daily bathing. 

The author tries to give within the 
covers of this small book all that one 
need to know about the bathing 
habit, starting from the history of the 
bath in ancient times, although the 
details of the ritual bathing in the 
eastern culture receives very little 
mention here for obvious reasons. 
Whereas there is a very exhaustive 
description of the bathing habits of 
Europeans in the distant past, there 
is hardly any mention of the 


. elaborate bathing rituals in the East. 


which are more informative. 

While many of the Europeans 
were poor bathers, especially the 
English, who hardly bathed during 
the winter months, the eastern 
cultures, especially in India, had 
from time immemorial the ritual of 
daily baths. One of the reasons for 


this difference is the vagaries of the- 


weather. While it is a necessity to 
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Just Released : 
A Cabinet Secretary Thinks Aloud 


A Cabinet Secretary Looks Around 
By B. G. Deshmukh 


Н.В. Rs. 250/- Each 


Shri B.G. Deshmukh retired from the IAS in 1990 after a 
distinguished career spanning 39 years. He held high offices 
with distinction; these included Chief Secretary to the 
Government of Maharashtra, Cabinet Secretary and Principal 
Secretary to the Prime Minister of India. Rich in his experience 
of men and affairs, he chose to share it with readers of 
newspapers and periodicals after his retirement. In the two 
books, which contain these articles, he deals with a wide 
variety of subjects viz. general ones like the bureaucracy, 
elections, party defections, coalition governments, regional 
parties, bandhs etc. and specific ones like Kashmir, 
Maharashtra-Karnataka border dispute, the demolition. of 
BabriMosque, among others. He reminisces over his personal 
‘contacts with Rajiv Gandhi and throws new light on the Bofors 
issue. 

Packed with factual information and critical comments, the 
books have the additional merit of being written in an easy 
narrative style. 


For Copies, Please Contact 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 


Book Sales Division 
Kulapati K.M. Munshi Marg 
Mumbai - 400 007 


Tel : 363 1261 / 495 0916 
Fax : 363 0058 




















have dailybathsinthehotandhumid whole thisisascientific discourse on 
weather here, itis looked upon asa — one ofthe commonest habits of man. 
luxury inthe cold wintersofthe West. In fact, bath is becoming more 
Bathing became a religious ritual in fashionable in the West as well. This 
India, as many of the health tips are may notbe palatable to the cosmetic 
being sold to the common manasa industrywithallitsscents andlotions 
religious dictum only with the motive — sold for the good of the skin. In fact, 
of better compliance. This appliesto most of those skin decoratives are 
many other habits here. not good for the skin health. 

Be that as it may, the book gives | recommend this book strongly 
a very good insight into the іо the lay man. Even doctors could 
physiology of skin'circulation, and. get a clue or two to the use of 
thereby gives the reader the reason — hydrotherapy in febrile illnesses. 
why one should take bath regularly The book rightly points out that the 
even in the cold winter months. antipyretics, not uncommonly used 
There is good description of the bythe medical fratenity, after all may 
good and bad effects of hot as well not be as good as good tepid 
as cold baths. sponging for reducing the elevated 

While most of what is written. temperature with benefit to the | 
here is scientifically accurate in the patient. 1 
present context, there are a couple -- Prof. B.M. Hegde 1 
of exaggerations as well. On the 


А. Н. Wadia High School Results: 
A Correction : 


The pass percentage in Standard X of the 


Bhavan's А.Н. Wadia High: School, Munshi 
Nagar, Andheri West, Mumbai-58, is 99.06% 
and not 98.60 as printed on page 80. of 
‘Bhavan's Journal’ of Sept.30, 1998. 
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Navajeevan Charitable Eye Hospital 
(Division of Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre) 
Tiruchanur - Tirupati - 517 503. Ph.: 25992. 


100% Tax Exemption Available : 
Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre, Tirupati 
is a Social Service Organisation, blessed 
by Sri Kanchi Paramacharya Swamyjee, & 
recognised by Govt. of India, Serving the 
needy, especially forthe Blind & Aged since 
1979, located at the abode of Lord Balajee 
Venkateswara, Tirupati. 


Seeking Support : Please do help by | 
aaps Contributing liberally for the conducting of the 
д following services : 


1. ANNADAN : Endowment Scheme. Every | 
year one day Annadan poor feeding will be 
arranged to the children of God and Aged 
people on Donor's Birthday or Marriage or 
any memorial day choosen by donor. | 
Intimation with prasadam will be sent by | 
post regularly. Request for yearly one day 
Annadan Expenditure Rs. 5,000/- one time 
donation only. 


(Recently Commlssioned Free Eye Hospital) 


2. Netradan Endowment Scheme : Every yearone Cataract Eye Operation will be done | 
to a Aged poor person on any day as per donor's wish. Solicit Rs 7,000/- one time 
donation. з 


. Narayana Sewa Endowment Scheme : Every Year Опе Specific day, poor feeding - 
Annadanam and Cataract Operation will be arranged combinedly on behalf of the 
donor. Request for one time donation for Narayana sewa Rs. 8,000/- 


Contributions to the above schemes are eligible for 100% Tax Deduction U/S 35AC 
and 80 GGA of Income Tax Act. 


Donation may be sent by cheque/DD in favour of Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre, 
Tirupati, to the above address. 


Branches Our Bombay contact person 
Bhadrachalam (A.P.) Sri. S.S. Mani (sion) = K.S. Acharya 
Varanasi (UP) Co-ordinator, Founder/President 
Fund raising committee. 
Ph.: 409 5105. 











Mathoor Krishnamurti Turns 70 : 


Celebrations At Mathoor 





Mathoor village, six kilometres 
from Shimoga, the Malnad town in 
Karnataka, wore a festive look on 
Aug 16, 1998 in celebration ‘of the 
70th birthday. of Shri Mathoor 
Krishnamurti (Mathoorji), Executive 
Director of Bhavan's Bangalore - 
Kendra. 

Mathoorji wentto Londonin 1972 
tosetup Bhavan's Kendra overthere 
in fear and trembling as it were. 
Some 23 years later, he returned to 
India not only as one who built the 


Shri Mathoor Krishnamurti with 
Chairman, Bhavan's Bangalore Kendra, is on Mathoor's right. One of the 


guests is speaking. 


NOVEMBER 30, 1998 


Kendra brick-by-brick but as an 
incomparable organiser who made 
the'Bhavan a popular cultural centre 
in London. He started music, dance 
and yoga classes, staged plays in 
some which he himself acted, 
organised seminars and symposia 
on subjects of Indian cultural 
interest, arranged the visits of 
dignitaries of India and England to 
the Bhavan and brought to the 
Bhavan the reputation of a bridge- 
builder between the Indian 


his УЕ Smt. Rajalakshmi. Shri БАПТАП, 
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community and the people of 
England. When he finally called it a 
day in London, he left behind him a 
fine organisation that could be 
carried on by his successors without 
hitch or trouble. 

Mathoorji, after taking over the 
reins of the Bangalore Kendra, has 
made it a force to reckon with in the 
cultural life of Bangalore. 

From Bangalore. about 100 
persons travelled to Shimoga where 
they were received by enthusiastic 
volunteers from Mathoor village and 
taken in two buses. 

At Mathoorji's house, in the early 
hours of the morning, Udaka Shanti 
was performed by Vedic Pundits 
who recited Mantras from the 
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‘Abhisheka’ to the accompaniment of Vedic chants. 





Yajurveda. Thirty-five Vedic 
scholars recited the Mantras for one 
and a half hours. There was 
Yajurveda Parayana by seven 
scholars who recited 7 Khandas and 
three Vedic scholars invoked the 
blessings of God for the well-being of 
all. 

After Udaka Shanti the 
Mathoorji couple and other guests 
visited various temples of the village 


viz Durga, Anjaneya, 
Lakshmikeshava, Someshvara, 
Rama, Gourishankara, 


Lakshminarayana and offered puja/ 
Prayers. Then all the visitors 
asserpbled at the Kalyana Mantapa 
where Rudra Abhishekha, Surya 
'Namaskara, Durga Saptashati, 
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Ashwattha Pradakshina апа 
Navagraha pooja were performed. 
This was followed by Navagraha 
Homa, Ganapathi Homa, 
Mrithyunjaya, Sri Ауиѕһуа, 
Samvatsara Homas - » 

The function concluded with a 
memorable feast. In the afternoon, 
all the Vedic scholars assembled at 
Mathoorji’s house and blessed the 
couple and their relations. 

The Chairman of the Bhavan’s 
Bangalore. Kendra, Shri Ramanuja, 


despite his very tight official 
schedule, took time to attend the 
function with his wife and daughter. 

In the evening there was a 
cultural programme by students of 
Mathoor village and also a-dance 
recital by Kumari Sita Nandakumar, 
daughter of Ог.Мапаакитаг, 
Executive Director, | Bhavan's 
London Kendra. 

The entire programme was 
conducted by Veda Brahma Shri 
Markandeya Avadhani, Chief Priest 


The  Garodianagar  Bhaktha Sangh, 
Ghatkopar, is celebrating the Silver Jubilee of 
its Mandala Pooja from Dec. 3 to 6, 1998, at the 
Lion's Club Community Hall, Garodianagar, 
Ghatkopar (Eas), Mumbai - 77. The 
programme includes 'Maharudram', music 


concert by Smt. Sudha Raghunathan and 
-bhajans by Shri Udayalur Kalyanaraman. 
Contributions will be gratefully accepted by the 
Sangh at 5/161, Satyam, Garodianagar, 
Ghatkopar (E), Mumbai - 400 077.. 


NOVEMBER 30, 1998 





87 


Dhavan's Books for Children 


Title 


Stories of Vikramaditya 
(Simhasana Dwatrimsika) 


Stories of Vikramaditya 
(Vetala Panchavimsati) 


Stories from Indian classics 
Untold Stories of King Bhoja 
Folk tales of Himachal Pradesh 
Popular Tales of Rajasthan 
Suryaputra Kounteya 

(The story of Karna. The Great) 
Stories for the innocent 

ABC Ramayana : 

An alphobetical inspiration 
Culture. Course Readers : (English) 
Books | to X- 

Culture Course Readers (Gujarati) 
Books Lto V 


Culture Course Readers (Hindi) 
Books | to V 


Culture Course Readers (Kannada) 


Books | to V 


Culture Course Readers (Tamil) 
Books | to V 


Culture Course Readers (Malayalam) E 


Books | to V 


Author Price 

Rs. Ps. 

V.A.K. Aiyer 75.00 

Several Contributors 55.00 

< V. Krishnaswami Aiyer 35.00 

УА.К. Aiyer 45.00 

S.P. Ranjan & H.R. Justa 15.00 

L.N. Birla 25.00 

Indirabai M. Rau 25.00 

C. Rajagopalachari 60.00 

Compiled by 

Janaki Ramachandran 50.00 
S. Ramakrishnan & 

V.A.K Aiyer 20.00 each 

x 9.50 each 

Š 9.50 each 

pee 9.50 each 

T :Z.50 each 

? = 15.00 each 


Available from: 
Book Sales Division, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 
К. М. Munshi Marg, Mumbai - 400 007 








Trophy for Bhavan’s Chennai 
` School 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan's Rajaji 


Vidyashram, Chennai, has been 
recommended by the Central Board 
of Secondary Education for the 
Triveni Silver Rolling Trophy 
instituted by the Mylapore Academy, 
Chennai. The Principal of the school 
is Smt. Malathi Gopalakrishnan. 

The trophy is awarded to the 
‘best school in the city’, 

Dr. S.V. Raghavan, Chairman of 
the Bhavan's Chennai Kendra, is the 
Vice-President of the Academy. 
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Mexican Ambassador Visits 
Bhavan 

Mr. Edmundo Font, Ambassador 
of Mexico to India, visited Bharatiya 
Vidya Bhavan, Mumbai, on Sept. 7, 
1998. 

The Ambassador was received 
by Shri S. Ramakrishnan, Executive 
Secretary and Director General of 
the Bhavan, Mm. J. H. Dave, Joint 
Director of the Bhavan, Prof. S. A. 
Upadhyaya, Jt. Director (Academic) 
of the Bhavan and other heads of 
departments. 
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Mexican Ambassador Mr. Edmundo Font (Centre) with ShriS. Ramakrishnan, 
Executive Secretary and Director General of Bhavan (on his right). Also seen 








: are Mm. J. H. Dave (third from left) and Prof. S. A. Upadhyaya (on right). 


The Ambassador: had detailed 
. discussions about the objectives of 
the Bhavan. : 
Bhavan’s School Principal 
Honoured 
Bhavan’s Tripura College 
Convocation 
The second convocation of the 
Bhavan's Tripura College of 
Communication and Management 
: was held on Sept 1, 1998, at the 
Rabindra  Satabarshiki Bhavan, 
Agartala, under the presidentship of 
the Governor of. Tripura, Shri 
Siddheshwar Prasad. The Chief 
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Minister of. Tripura, Shri Manik 


Sarkar, was the Chief Guest. Dr. Ajit’ 
. Chakraborty, 


Vice-Chancellor, 
Tripura. University, delivered the 
Convocation Address. 

Shri K.V. Gopalkrishnan 
welcomed the dignitaries and gave a 
brief resume of the’ developments in 
Bhavan's Tripura -College of 
Communication and: Management 
from 1996 when it was started. He 
sought the help of the Government 
for allotment of suitable land to 


construct a permanent building for 


the college. ; 
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The Governor of Tripura, Shri S. Siddheshwar Prasad, inaugurating the | 
convocation. Also seen in the picture is Shri Tarun Dutta, Executive Vice- | 
Chairman, Bhavan’s Tripura Kendra (right). | 














The Chief Minister of Tripura, S | 


a student at the convocation. 
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Shri Tarun Dutta, . Executive 
Vice-Chairman, Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan, appealed to the Chief 
Minister of Tripura to give due 
importance to the Post-Graduate 
Degree holders of Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan at the time of recruitment. 
He also referred to the magnanimity 
of the Govt. of Tripura, especially of 
the Hon'ble Education Minister, in 
extending both moral and financial 
support to the Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan. 

The Chief Minister praised the 
activities of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan 
in spreading education through 
Vidya Mandirs and nurturing human 
resources through Bhavan's Tripura 
College of Communication and 
Management. 

'He promised all possible help to 
the Bharatiya Vidya Mandir. 

The Education Minister, Shri Anil 
Sarkar, praised the endeavour of 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan to bring out 
qualitative and quantitative change 
in education. He also promised all 
possible help to the Bhavan. 

Dr. Ajit Chakraborty, Vice- 
Chancellor, Tripura University, in his 
convocation address, urged the 
Bhavan's authorities -to maintain 
high standards as there were many 

‚ competing institutes of 
management. : 
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The Governor, in his presidential 
address, saidthat despite the limited 
scope foremploymentin Tripura, the 
students of Bhavan’s College would 
secure employment both within and 
outside Tripura. 

About 60 students received their 
provisional certificates from 
Governor and the Chief Minister of 
Tripura. 

Prof. S.C. Das, Hony. Principal, 
proposed a vote of thanks. ~ 


Dr. P. K. Devi Memorial 
Oration 


Dr. Raghunath Anant 
Mashelkar, F.R.S., Director General 
of the Council of Scientific and 
Industrial Research, and Secretary, 
Government of India, Department of 
Scientific and Industrial Research, 
deliveredthe 7th P. K. Devi Memorial 
Oration, under the auspices of 
Bhavan's Research Centre 
(SPARC) at the Central Bhavan, on 
September 27, 1998. 


Shri. D. S. Mehta, Joint Director. 


of the Bhavan and Vice President of 
the Kasturba Health Society, 
Wardha, presided. Shri Ashwin 
Shroff was the Chief Guest. 

Dr. Rama A. Vaidya, Dean, 
Bhavan's SPARC, Mumbai, 
welcomed the gathering. 

Prof. Bhaskar Rao, Consultant 
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Obstetrician & Gynaecologist, 
Vijaya Hospital, Chennai, spoke on 


- the life and work of Prof. P. K. Devi. 


Shri Ashwin Shroff released a 
monograph on ‘Guggulu’ written by 
Shri V. D. Vasudha Apte, Director, 
Bhavan's SPARC. 

Dr. D. B. Vaidya Director, 
Bhavan’s SPARC, introduced the 
main speaker. : 

Dr. Jayashree Joshi, Deputy 
Director, Bhavan’s SPARC read out 
the citation. 

After the Memorial. Oration on 
"The ‘Global Potential of Medicinal 
Plants - An Intellectual апа 
Innovative Challenge" Shri Ashwini 
Kumar Rawt proposed a vote of 
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(Full text or summary of Dr. 
Mashelkars Oration will be 
published later). 


_ Farewell to Retiring Principal 


A function was arranged by the 
staff of Bhavan's Н. A. College of 
Science on August 1, 1998, to bid 
farewell to Prin. C. B. Gemavat of 
Bhavan's Science College on his 
petirement. The Chairman of 
Bhavan's Ahmedabad Kendra of 
Bhavan, Shri Rohit C. Mehta 
presided over the function. 

Tributes were paid to Shri 
Gemavat for his decade long 
services by Prin. R. V. Shastri, Prin: 
K. J. Patel and Prin. D. C. Gandhi. 





thanks. z 
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At the farewell function (L to R) : Pr 
Chairman: Shri Rohitbhai Mehta, 
Principal D. C. Gandhi. 
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їпсїра! K. J. Patel, Principal С. В. Gemavat, 
Co-ordinator Principal R. V. Shastri and 
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Shri Rohit Mehta was highly 
appreciative of the valuable 
contribution Shri Gemavat made 


during his career in upholding the. 


educational and cultural values for 

` which Bhavan stood. He made 
Specific reference to his teaching 
and organising abilities’ which 
contributed a lot to the high ranking 
of the Science College in the city of 
Ahmedabad. 

Prin. Gemavat, replying, praised 
Bhavan's management which gave 
him a large measure of freedom to 
organise academic programmes. 
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BHAVAN'S NEWS 


Dr. Karan Singh lighting.the lamp. On his right, next to the photograph of 
Bhagwan Ramana, is Shri Justice Sri Krishna. 





Prof. (Smt) К. `$. Sinha 
proposed a vote of thanks. 

Teachings of the Great : 
_ Dr. Karan Singh’s Appeal 

A fervent appeal to ‘interiorize’ 
the teachings of Swami 
Vivekananda, Sri Ramana Maharshi 
and Sri Aurobindo was made by Dr. 
Karan Singh M.P., and Chairman of 
Bhavan's Jammu and Kashmir, at a 
meeting held at the Central Bhavan 
on Sept. 17, 1998. 

The cultural tradition of India, 
said Dr. Karan Singh, were founded 
upon four eternal truths viz. God is 
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all-prevasive (Isvaasya Upanishad), 
each individual is potentially divine, 
the whole world is one family and 
one should work, for the welfare and 
prosperity for аі. 
Vivekananda, Sri Ramana Maharshi 
and.Sri Aurobindo represented this 
tradition each in his own unique way 
- Swamiji was a karmayogi; the 
Bhagawan taught the way to self- 
conquest; Sri Aurobindo, passing 
through several phases of life, 
taught Integral yoga as the way of 
reaching a higher level of 
consciousness. 


In modern India, Dr. Karan Singh . 


said, we -had perverted the 
fundamental values — violence is 
virtue; untruth alone triumphs; family 


‘Publishing Hall of Fame’ 
Honour for Bhavan 


Shi S.K. Ghai, Vice- 
Chairman, Institute of Book 
Publishing, L-10 Green 
Extension, New Delhi - 110 016, 
writes to the Executive Secretary 
of the Bhavan : 


"| am pleased to inform you 
that the Selection Board of the 
Publishing Hall of Fame has 
decided to induct Bharatiya Vidya 
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Swami’ 


is the world. 

Shri Justice B. N. Srikrishna, 
Judge of the Bombay High Court, 
presided. ; 

Shri V. S. Ramanan, President of 
the Ramana Ashrama, also spoke 
on the occasion. 

Shri N. D. Sande, Vice-Chairman 
of Bhagawan Sri Ramana Maharshi 
Centre, welcomed the gathering and 
monitored the proceedings. 

The function was organised to 
commemorate the 102nd year of the 
Advent of Sri Ramana at 
Arunachala. The meeting was 
organised jointly by the Bhavan and 
the Bhagwan Sri Ramana Maharshi 
Centre, Mumbai (Secretary Shri P. 
V. Somasundaram). Е 


Bhavan in the Hall of Fame forthe 
year 1998. The induction function 
will be held in November -- 
December 1998 апа the- 
members of the selection board 


are: 


Dr. L.M. Singhvi (Chairman), 
Shri Inderjit, Shri В.А. Nanda, 
Shri Т.М. Chaturvedi, Shri Amrik 
Singh, Shri J.P. Dass, Shri I.N. 
Chaudhury, Shri K. 
Sachidananda and Shri S.K. 
Ghai. 



















Hyderabad Кепага: 


(Functions held at B.V.B. Public School, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad) 


Jayendra Saraswati of 
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam 
being received with 
‘Poornakumbam’, 










Lm 





КАНОН хамарт PETTAN 
- "A rer 





His Holiness 
Jayendra Saraswati 
Swami speaking at the 
function. 





















Students from 
Bhavan’s Public School, 
Jubilee Hills’ singing оп 
the occasion of Sri 
Muthuswammy Dikshitar 
Day on Oct. 25, 1998. 
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His Holiness Sri . 












News.In Pictures 
Bhavan’s Foundation Day (Nov. 7, 1998) Celebration 






















Shri N: Ramesh 
Kumar  lAS.,' Hony. 
Secretary Bhavan's 
Hyderabad Kendra, 
felicitating Shri A. P. 
Achuthan former 
Director. Behind him is 
Shri V. Vedam, Director. 







Prof. R.V.R. 
Chandrasekhara Rao, 
` Vice-Chairman hon- 
ouring Dr. P. Siva Reddy, 
Chairman, Bhavan's 
Hyderabad Kendra with 
ashawl . ` 

























Shri i S. 
Gopalakrishnan, ІА & AS 
(Retd.), Hony. 
Treasurer, Bhavan's 
Hyderabad .. Kendra, 
felicitating Shri N. 
Sundareswaran, Deputy 
Registrar and 
Seniormost employee of ' 
Вһауап'ѕ . Hyderabad 
Kendra. . 
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Appeals 


Heart Surgery“ 


Paropakaramani S. R. lyer, New 


Delhi - 24, writes : 


SARAVANAN, s/o Sri К. 
Srinivasa Sastrigal of Madurai is 
required to undergo heart surgery 
urgently involving an expenditure of 
Rs.  1,20,000. Readers are 
requested to contribute their mite to 
save the life of young SARAVANAN 
by forwarding their draft/cheque to 
Shri K. SRINIVASAN, Purohithar, D/ 


57 Rajam Road, TVS Nagar,- 


Madurai - 620003. 


Heart Surgery : Appeal 


R. Vikkash; aged-4-1/2 years, is 
suffering from Atrial Septal defect 
and has to undergo Open Heart 
Surgery costing Rs. 85,000/- and 
has to be operated at the earliest at 


Sri. Ramachandra Hospital - Porur, : 


Women's Welfare Syndicate, 3/2, 
Lake Area, Ill Street, Il Floor, 
Nungambakkam, Chennai-600 034. 
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Kidney Failure : 


Jude Fernandes aged 19 years 
is suffering from chronic renal failure 
with end stage renal disease. 


He is on regular hemodialysis 
treatment at the hospital three times 
every week. He has no prospects for 
related donor renal transplantation 
and hence needs to continue 
hemodialysis lifelong. 


He comes from a poor socio- 
economic background and finds it 
difficult to manage his medical 
expenses. One session of 
hemodialysis.at the hospital costs 
Rs. 500/-.. 


His father Sri S. A. Thamian FDO 
is the only earning member of the 
family with an income of Rs. 3,500 - 
per month. There are five members 
in the family with only one earning 
member. Please help the boy for his 
medical treatment. 


Contact Address : Sri. S. A. 
Thamian FDO, Bldg. No. 7, Room 
No. 12, Matunga “Labour Camp, 
Mumbai - 400 019. (From Nandini 
Voice for the Deprived) 
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Shri. K. R. Nagappa 
.Shri. К. R. Nagappa, M. A. 
(Sanskrit), who passed away in May 
28, 1998, came from a very humble 
family of Gowalkatte village, Hassan 


District, Karnataka. He’ did his 
schooling in Hassan town but had to 
discontinue his education after 


~intermediate due - to financial 
problems. However, һе’ soon 
continued his.. education at 


Maharaja's College, Mysore. .He 
Studied under renowned scholars 
Such as Shri B. M. Srikantiah, A. R. 
Krishna Shastry and Prof. M. 
Hiriyanna. He successfully 
completed a course in shorthand 
and typing from Champion 
Metropolitan College, Mysore.. He 
achieved a speed of 180 words/min 
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in shorthand, for which he was 
honoured by 'Pitman's Journal’. 

Shri Nagappa started his career 
as a stenographer in the Governor's . 
Secretariat, U. P. in 1939 and was 
P.A. to the Governor of U. P. when he 
retired in 1962. During his long 
service he worked under 5 British 
and 5 Indian Governors of U.P. -- Sir 
Malcom Hailey, Sir Harry Haig, Sir 
Francis Whily, Sir Morris Hallet, Sir 
George Lambert, Smt. Sarojini 
Naidu, Sir Homi Mody, Dr. K. M. 
Munshi, Shri V. V. Giri and Shri B. 
Ramakrishna Rao. He was closely 
involved in the establishment of 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan by Kulpathi 
Shiri К. M. Munshi. 

After retirement, he worked as 


P.A. to the Vice Chancellor of 
Varanasiya Sanskrit 
Vishwavidyalaya for six years.. 


Thereafter he moved to Bangalore. 

He was a keen bridge player, 
squash and tennis. He had an 
abiding interest in Sanskrit. He was 
anardent supporter of the concept of 
Mathrubhasha . and Kannada 
culture. 

His wide ranging interest led to 
friendship with various luminaries of 


his time like laie Sri Goroor 
Ramaswamy lyengar, Shri K. V. 
Puttappa, Shri Brahmananda 


Saraswathi (Guru of Sri Mahesh 
Yogi) and Swami Shivananda. 

. Shri Nagappa was 93 when he 
passed away. He leaves behind two 
sons ad two daughters. 
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